a/25/05 


AIRTEL 


TO: SAC, HEW YORK (161-1428) 

FROM: SAC, WFO (161-2419) (ROC) 

AES' Aortas 
spi 


ALL INF0:M/JI0u contained 
HEREIN IS uUULASSIFIEO 

^ate?Az 



ReNYmemorandum to SAC, Detroit and other offices 
entitled "Committee to Secure Justice for MORTON SOB ELL. is - c*. 
(NYfile 100-107111). 


Page 5 of referenced memorandum Indicated that one 
Dr. UREY bad been in Washington, D. C., on 12/22/64, for meetings 
with the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), 
and had met with ”AB£ FINNES", a former lawyer of the President. 


It is believed that the Individual, Dr. UREY contacted 
was ABE FORTAS, a Washington, D. C« lawyer and personal friend . 
of President JOHNSON who was the subject of a Special Inquiry 
investigation conducted in October, 1964. \ 


On 2/24/65 J iPersonnel Off icer, the 

White House Office, advised SA I t hat ABE FORTAS 

has no official title or employment at the White House, but is a 
personal friend and advisor to President LYNDON B. JOHNSON. 


b7C 


New York consider furnishing information set forth in 
referenced communication to the Bureau in a letterhead memo with 
appropriate characterisation of the individuals and organizations 
involved , 


- New York 
1 - Bureau 
1 - WFO 
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Tolson . 

Jlr. Belmontt'L 
Mr. Mohr — ! 


Mr. DeLoach 
Mr. Casper — 
Mr. Callahan 
Mr. Conrad — 
Mr. Felt 




MR. TOLSON: 


The 

Sunday, 7-13-65, and talked for approximate 




:20 p 

minutes 


Vy y^/L/Mr. Gale 
"L Mr^Rosen * 
vfvfr. Sulhv 


7 



Tele. Room - 
Miss Holmes 
Miss Gandy _ 


rfThe President mentioned he was seriously thinking of 
appointing Abe Torta g to a major departmental position. He stated 
lie knew weTiad investigated Fortas sometime ago at his, the 
President’s, specific instructions, however, he thought that this 
investigation should be brought up to date. He stated he remembered 
that Fortas had belonged to a number of communist front organizations back in the , jv 
early 1940 T s, however, he placed no credence on these facts inasmuch as Fortas since \\) 


TvT 


/ / 


\y 


had matured and was now a well trusted, loyal Individual. The President stated he 
trusted Fortas as much as he did Lady Bird and even more so with respect to advice 
regarding business and international matters. 
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The President advised that he intended naming Fortas to this position 
within the next day or so. Ke stated he wanted to find out first exactly what opposition 
| he would encounter after he named Fortas. He stated he thought we should inter\jiew a 
j number of Senators and get them on record. He then named Senator Cannon, E 
^ McCarthy, Douglas, Senator Bob Kennedy and Senator Ed Kennedy. (I interi'ugtg^he 
r President at this point and asked him if he was serious. Be replied that he cSrtailily 
recognized that the Senators would give Abe Fortas a bad name, however, he thought he 
^ should go 'on record in order to prevent these Senators from issuing adverse press ^ 

* statements* later on. ) The President added Senators Kuchel and Dirksen. With respect u 
} to Senator Dirksen, the President stated that Dirksen was in a bad way physically and ft 
he was afraid he would be losing him within the next several weeks. The President 2 
added he wanted a number of conservative Senators interviewed. He then named Hruskaj^ 
T7 ickenlooper, Cotton and Murphy of California. He stated that Murphy would know nothing 
l about Abe Fortas, however, it would be a good idea to get him on record. 


er 
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i The President specifically stated he wanted our Agents, if questioned, 

, to intimate that Fortas was to be appointed to a presidential advisory commission. He 
| stated this, of course, was not true, however, he wanted to keep from arousing comment 
Jas much as possible. I told the President that FBI interview of the Senators named above 
would certainly cause comment. He replied he knew this, however, hoped that the Agents 
couiu handle this investigation as quietly as possible. v 
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Informal DeLoach to Mr. Tolson 7-19-65 


| The President turned to other things. He stated that, "Edgar had done a 

'good ]ob with the Evening Star. " He mentioned it was quite obvious that we had talked 
with representatives of the Star and that this paper had now turned to his favor. I told 
the President that the Director had made a very careful check as to any known anmqosity 
towards him, however, we had failed to find there was any animosity in this regard. 

The President stated he was concerned about the future hearings to be held 
by the Fulbright Committee regarding U. S. intervention in the Dominican Republic. He 
^stated before the hearings were overwith, he anticipated that he would find it necessary to 
I .’ask the Director to testify regarding the fact there had been communists attempting to 
litake over the Dominican Republic. He added that the Director would also be in a position 
to testify regarding communist, attempts m the United States to embarrass United States 
Government policy in the Dominican Republic. I told the President that while the 
Director could no doubt bolster the Administration's position by his testimony, I felt it 
would be very inadvisable to have the FBI testify before the Fulbnght Committee or any 
other Congressional committee. The President asked me the reason for this statement. 

I told him the Director, by precedent, had made it a policy not to appear before 
Congressional committees. I added that Senator Jim Eastland had constantly wanted the 
- Director to appear relative to judicial appointments. I mentioned that such appearances 
could be both embarrassing to the Administration and most certainly would take the FBI 
out of the category of a nonevaluation agency. The President stated we had a point there, 
ihowever, he would have to think about the matter. 

The President told me that Senator Tom Dodd had been doing an excellent 
job for the Administration. He stated that Dodd’s speeches on the Floor of the Senate had 
5 been very helpful. He then added that the Director had also been doing an excellent job 
in fomenting public opinion against communist efforts to embarrass the U. S. Government 
, m Vietnam and the Dominican Republic. The President stated he was concerned, however, 
j about the fact that we appeared to be losing the battle against college professors and on 
i college and university campuses. He stated there were also bad rumblings in Government 
1 about our policies in Vietnam particularly. The President stated that he wanted to get 
l more Jo hnson men m this Administration. He added that such men were particularly 
[needed m the State Department. 

I told the President that Senator Dodd had received and accepted an 
• invitation to be one of the principal speakers before The American Legion Convention next 
: month _n Portland, Oregon. The President stated this was fine and that he hoped some 
! guidance could be given to Senator Dodd relative to the type speech that should be made. 

: I tolc am that the Director had already had me give Senator Dodd considerable material 
r/ m tn i& regard, some of which Senator Dodd had already used on the Floor of the Senate. 
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Informal DeLoach to Mr. Tolson 7-19-65 


The President asked if I could have prepared a careful resolution 
jwhich will be passed before The American Legion defending his position in Vietnam and 
jthe Dominican Republic. I told him that the Director had already approved such a 
D resolution and that The American Legion in Virginia this coming week would pass this 
^resolution and send it on to National Headquarters for passage and national publicity at 
[the Convention. The President stated he thought this was good and that such a resolution 
i would help out tremendously. ^ 

The President mentioned that the 'Washington Post, " once a strong 
j supporter, now seemed to be turning against him, particularly in the field of crime. He 
stated that Sunday's "Post" deplored the fact that the President relied upon crime 
statistics in order to appraise the crime situation in the District of Columbia. He stated 
that it was his opinion that statistics, particularly those put out by the FBI, were very 
avaluable and that he intended to keep relying upon such statistics. 


i i The President asked that we get right to work on the Abe Fortas matter, 

j I t-old him this would be done. 



* 


The Director was advised telephonic ally of the above conversation. While 
I did not think of it at the time, it now appears that the President is considering Fortas 
to succeed Adlai Stevenson. 


ACTION: 


(1) I doubt that the President wiU now insist that the Director appear before 
j | the Fulbright Committee, particularly in view of the above arguments. Nevertheless, we 
i | should go ahead and prepare a brief for the Director in the event he is called upon to make 
s-jsuch an appearance. This brief should include the following parts: 

(a) Reasons for the FBI's being in the Dominican Republic. 

(b) Facts substantiating the presence of communists and their attempts 
to take over in the Dominican Republic. 

(c) General statements regarding FBI's assistance to the U. S. 

Government as result of our being in the Dominican Republic. This part 
should also naturally include our tremendous value to the Government as 
a result of our responsibilities from an internal security standpoint. The 
technical surveiHance of Bosch should, of course, be disguised as much 
as possible. 

(d) Attempts of communists and communist front organizations as 
well as extreme liberal organizations to embarrass U. S. Government 
policies in the Dominican Republic. 
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CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 



Informal DeLoach to Mr* Tolson 7-19-65 


* 


* 


Action - Continued: 

, isr The Special Investigative Division, Special Inquiry Section, 

j should immediately initiate an investigation to bring the previous inquiry on Abe Fortas 
! up to date. The Senators in question should be interviewed today, if at all possible, 
i The investigation should reach the White House no later than Wednesday afternoon of 
! tins week, 7-21-65. The limitations mentioned by the President should be considered 
in the investigation. 




C. D. DE LOACH 


* 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

herein is Classified , 
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July 28, 1965 




I , 


PERSONAL 


1 


l 


o 

Honorable Abe Fortae 
1229 i9th Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Fortae: 


My associates and I want to extend our 
heartiest congratulations to you on your appointment 
today by the President as an Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the United States. We wish you 
every success as you assume your new responsibilities 
and we hope you will not hesitate to let us know when- 
ever we can be of service. 
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With kindest regards, 

Sincerely yours, 


h 


NOTE: Assistant Director De Loach Learned that Mr. Fortas had / 

been ramedAssociate Justice of the Supreme Court and has accepted 
this appointment. 






ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN ]$ yiOASStlEi) 

DATE 



11 August 1965 



My dear Mr. Hoover - 

I cannot adequately tell you how grateful I am for the 
kind note of congratulations from you and your associates. 

I am, of course, a bit apprehensive about the awesome respon- 
sibilities of the Supreme Court. No man - certainly not I - is 
ever really prepared for this, and I shall need all of the help 
I can get. I can only hope that I shall be a credit to the 
institution and the nation. 



I want to repeat to you my thanks for all that you have 
done, and my admiration for you and your organization. The 
vftjr k thht I have been privileged to do recently has given me an 
opportunity to learn about you and your staff - and it amply 
justifies my high regard. 




Abc Fortes 

^229 NiNrrrrNTii Stjutt, N W 
Washington 6, D C 
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- Mr/ Butke 

7/10/65 


To: SAC, Washington Field 

From: Director, FBI 

I 

AB2 PORTA S, aka 
SPECIAL 1MQU1RY 
BUDKD: COB 7/30/65 


\ VjJ' -p. 

if/ 




ReButel today. 


Xn connection with inatant Investigation the 
White House has specifically Instructed that the following 
United States Senators be interviewed: 

Howard W, Cannon (Vevada) 

Bugene J. McCarthy (Minnesota) 

Paul H. Douglas (Illinois) / 

Robert F. Kennedy (Mew York) 

Bdward M. Kennedy (Massachusetts) 

Thomas H. Huchel (California) 

Iverett M. Dirksen (Illinois) 


K1 i~ 


Roman L. Hruska (Mebra 
Bourke B. Hichenlooper 


Z.S1- 


Morris Cotton (Mew Hampshire) 
Oeorge Murphy (California) 


e JIL '-0 J'o5 


Arrangements should be made to have the foregoing 
Senators interviewed the morning of July 30, 1965. 
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f INVESTIGATION 
T Cf JUSTICE 

-S SECTION 
1965 


1 V 

~rr~i CtVrVOCT 


FEDERAL BUREAU 
U S ,QEPAft 

C0M#N' " 



FBI WASH DC 

633 PM URGENT 7-19-65 BJH 
TO WASHINGTON FIELD CHICAGO MEMPHIS 
FROM DIRECTOR 1 P 


All 


ABE FORTAS, AKA ABRAHAM FORT AS , SPECIAL INQUIRY , BUDED * 
COB JULY TWENTY NEXT. 


WHITE HOUSE HAS REQUESTED RUSH INVESTIGATION OF FORTAS 
WHO IS BEING CONSIDERED FOR PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT , POSITION 
INVOLVED NOT STATED. BORN JUNE FOURTEEN , NINETEEN TEN , MEMPHIS, 
TENNESSEE, AND RESIDES THIRTY TWO FIVE N STREET, N.V., WDC. 

HE IS MEMBER OF LAW FIRM ARNOLD, FORTAS AND PORTER. 

SEE URFILES INDICATING SPI CONDUCTED NINETEEN SIXTYFOUR. 
BRING UP TO DATE IN ACCORDANCE WITH CURRENT SPI STANDARDS. 

CHECK RECORDS OF APPROPIIATE BARS AND BAR ASSOCIATIONS 
INCLUDING ABA. 

CONDUCT NO NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTIGATION WITHOUT PRIOR BUREAU 
APPROVAL . 

DUE TO EXPEDITE NATURE OF REQUEST RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION 
MUST REACH BUREAU BY COB TUESDAY JULY TWENTY NEXT WITHOUT FAIL. 
IF NECESSARY SUBMIT TELETYPE SUMMARIES IN LANGUAGE SUITABLE FOR 
DISSEMINATION FOLLOWED BY REPORT. NO DELAY WILL BE TOLERATED. 



PAGE TWO 


WFO t WHITE HOUSE HAS REQUSTED VARIOUS SENATORS BE 
INTERVIEWED , IDENTITIES BEING FURNISHED BY SEPARATE AIRTEL. 
ASSIGN TO MATURE AND EXPERIENCED PERSONNEL. 

SPIN. 

END 

CG EH 
FBI CHICAGO 
ME MEN 
FBI MEMPHIS 
TU 




PLAINTEXT 


7/19/85 


TELETYPE 


htlxLi.t ip OL^LrtwjiriuiJ 

date>2 /i//fr rv^ 2/tas 


TO SACS WASHINGTON FIELD - 
CHICAGO 
MEMPHIS 
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FROM DIRECTOR FBI f V 

I ' 

ABE FORTAS, AKA ABRAHAM FORT AS, SPECIAL INQUIRY, BUDED: 

COB JULY TWENTY NEXT. 

WHITE HOUSE HAS REQUESTED RUSH INVESTIGATION OF FOMAS 
WHO IS BEING CONSIDERED FOR PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT , POSITION 
INVOLVED NOT STATED. BORN JUNE FOURTEEN, NINETEEN TEN, MEMPHI3, 
TENNESSEE, AND RESIDES THIRTY TWO FIVE N STREET, N.W., WDC. 

HE IS MEMBER OF LAW FIRM ARNOLD, FORTAS AND PORTER. 

SEE URFILES INDICATING SPI CONDUCTED NINETEEN SIXTYFOUR. 
BRING UP TO DATE IN ACCORDANCE WITH CURRENT SPI STANDARDS. 

CHECK RECORDS OF APPROPRIATE BARS AND BAR ASSOCIATIONS. 


INCLUDING ABA. 


l(ol 


CONDUCT NO NEIGHBORHOOD INVEST IG 


D BAR ASSOCIATIONS 

N WITH OUT P RIOR BUREAU 

ro 


APPROVAL. 


6 J 


2 .' '55 


DUE TO EXPEDITE NATURE OF REQUES T RES ULTS OF IN VESTIGATION 
MUST REACH BUREAU BY COB TUESDAY JULY TWENTY NEXT WITHOUT FAIL. 
IF NECESSARY SUBMIT TELETYPE SUMMARIES IN LANGUAGE SUITABLE FOR 
DISSEMINATION FOLLOWED BY REPORT. NO DELAY WILL BE TOLERATED. 


WHB: ji 
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NOTE PAGE 2 
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T8LETTPE TO SACS WTO, OQ AMD ME 
RE: ABB VUKTA3 

WTO, WHITE BOOSE BAS REQUESTED VARIOUS SENATORS BE 
INT E R VIE W ED , l a nr ri T I KS BBIEC rURKISHED BT SEPARATE AIRTEL. 
ASSIGN TO MATURE AND EXPERIENCED PERSONNEL. 

SPIN. 


NOTE: Request received today through Mr. Deloach's office 
See memo Mr. DeLoach to Mr. Tolson re request. 



FD-263 (Kev 5-1-S ) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF OR IG IN 

WASHINGTON FIELD BUREAU 
TITLE OF CASE 


ABE* FORTAS , aka 
Abraham Fortas 


DATE 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 


7/20/65 

7/20/65 


REPORT MADE BY 

typed BY 


| | 1 ejm 

CHARACTER OF CASE *6 


b7C 

SPI 


REFERENCES : Bureau telephone call to WFO 7/19/65; 

Bureau teletype dated 7/19/65; 

Bureau airtel dated 7/19/65* 


LEAD 


WASHINGTON FIELD 


' ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN )S UNCLASSIFIED 

pAT F 


AT WASHINGTON , D* C* Will report results of 
interview with U.S. Senator EUGENE J. MC CARTHY from 
Minnesota when available for interview* 


Will-gepogt g esulta of ehe e U of lib r a r ies 1 of 
n Waohi - Rgton Star** newspaper and M Waohd.ngton " j)aily Now a * 1 
newspaper when rece i v ed. 





WFO 161-2419 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


A review of WFO indices and a review of the case file 
regarding FORTAS and the main file on the Americans for Democratic 
Action (ADA) failed to indicate any membership for the appointee 
in the ADA or any reference to him in connection with the ADA. 
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FD 204 (Rev 3-3-59) 


UN* . ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to 


b6 

b7C 


Report of 
Date 

Field Office File # 
Title 


7/20/65 

161-2419 

ABE FORTAS 


Office. Washington, D. C, 


Bureau File # 


Character SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Synopsis 


Law practice w*h ARNOLD, FORTAS, and PORTER verified. White 
House records contained nothing additional. Comments of 
U.S. Senators set forth. Satisfactory credit record and 
no record police agencies for appointee and wife. HCUA, 
State Passport, and CSC nothing additional. Bar records 
favorable. 
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DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, 


D. C. 


AU INFORMATION CONTAINED 


HEREIN 

DATE? 



CLASSIFIED 
Y 
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I 

EMPLOYMENT 


Arnold, Fortas, and Porter 
1229 19th Street. N. W, 

The following interviews were conducted on July 20, 

1965: 


| I advised he has been bs 

acquainted^with the appointee since 1933 when the appointee b7C 
graduated from Yale Law School at the top of his class. He b7D 

added that the appointee was Chairman of the Law Review at 
that school. He stated the appointee was made a faculty 
member of the Yale Law School after graduating and remained 
on the faculty for several years. He said he and the appointee 
were associated with the Agricultural Adjustment Administration 
during 1933 - 1934 and he has been in constant touch w-r th 

the appointee's entire career until the present timej | 

stated that when he resigned from the bench in the middle 
1940' s, he and the appointee formed a law partnership and they 
have been together dntil the present time. He remarked that 
he considers the appointee to be a very outstanding attorney 
who is very capable and has a very high reputation in the 
legal profession. He said there has never been any question 
concerning the appointee's character, integrity, or ethics 
and he is certain he is a loyal American and devot ed to the 

best interests of the United States. According to| | the 

appointee's associates are all individuals of excellent charac- 
ter. In conclusion, he advised he would give the appointee the 
highest recommendation for an appointment to a position of 
trust. 


, advised he joined the 

law firm in 1961 , and has worked fairly extensively with the 

appointee on cases until the present time. He said he has the 


b6 

b7C 


b7D 
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highest regard for FORTAS as an attorney and as a person 
and considers him to be a very outstanding attorney. He 
recommended the appointee for a position of trust and 
confidence, adding that he is certain there is no question 
concernirg the moral character, loyalty, or reputation, or 
associates of the appointee. 


I ad vised he first 

met the appointee in I960 when I I became a partner 

in the firm* He stated that he and the appointee have 
worked closely together on a number of cases and he has 
been in the appointee's home on various occasions when the 
appointee has entertained clients. He remarked that he has 
the same favorable opinion of the appointee that he had 
expressed to the FBI in October, 1964. He recommended 
the appointee highly for a position of trust and confidence. 


I I advised he was associated 

with Hr. ARNOLD in the firm of Arnold and Wyprud in 1945 and 
he met the appointee during the early part of 1946 when 
ARNOLD and FORTAS formed the firm of Arnold, Fortas, and 
Porter. He said he has had daily professional contacts 
with the appointee since 1946 and th at he has also had some 
social con tact with him and his wi fe l I 

I He remarked he considers 
ant layyer that he knows.* 

He said his ethical standards and morals are above reproach 
and ha has never seen the appointee drink to excess. He said 
he would give the appointee the highest recommendation for 

appointment to a position of trust. He stated he has never 
seen nor heard anything that would cause him to question the 
appointee's loyalty, honesty, integrity, or associates. 


J advised he first 

met the appoTrTEee“aTTKF7FI^HCaF3cKooT — In 1935 when the 


ba 
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b6 

b7C 

b7D 


appointee was on the faculty of the school. I I 

[ He said at that time, 

I w as in charge of the Moot Court Training at 
Yale Law School. | s ta ted he has had extremely 

close contact with the appointee since 1951 when he joined the 
firm of Arnold, Fortas, and Porter, and they have practiced 
closely together on anti-trust cases. He said he has also 
had a great deal of social contact with the appointee and his 
wife at social dinners at their home at 3025 N Stre e t, N, W . , 
where they presently reside. He described FORTAS as the 
"greatest lawyer who ever came down the pike." He said the 
appointee is very thorough and his attention to details is 
incredible. He remarked that FORTAS has an incredible ability 
to single out a clean-cut scheme from a mass of information. 


He said that in legal discussions with the appointee, 
the appointee "sharpens up the thinking of the other attorneys 
and if he leaves the firm, it will be a great loss. 


| | stated that he considers the appointee 

to be a loyal American citizen and there is certainly no question 
concerning his moral character, integrity, personal habits, 
or associates. He added that the appointee enjoys a very good 
reputation, both personal and professional. In conclusion, 
he advised he would give the appointee his highest recommendation 
for a position of trust and confidence. 


The White House Office 


On July 20, 1965J 
The White House Office, advised SA[ 


files contained no record regarding the appointee. 


1 Personnpl ^ Officer, 
that her 


On July 20, 1965 [ 

OrT 


Chief of 

ice, advised his records contained 

_ - * * _ 


Records, The White House 

. ’ ^ '-*■'-** A.CLUl,Uia J.J1 

no additional pertinent information concerning the appointee 
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Inquiry at the firm of ARNOLD, FORTAS, and PORTER 

was away from the Washington, 


revealed | 

D. C, , area and not available for interview* 


b6 

b7C 




i'r’0 1 (31-24 19 
i msa 

1 

Un ited States Senators 


b 6 
b7C 


The 


following 


Oa a 


investigation was 


on July 20, 1955 


conducted by 


United States Senator THOMAS Jl, J fUCHCL , 
California, advised that he has met a 3E FORTAS on occasion 
but he has never had any close personal contact with him. 

He advised that FORTAS enjoys an excellent reputation as an 
attorney and that he has never heard anything unfavorable 
connected with his name. He stated he would be unable to 
make any further comment. 


United States Senator A03RAT F . KENNEDY , New 
York, advised that he has no personal knowledge of AHA FORTAS 
and has only met him on one or two occasions. He stated that 
F0RTA5 to his knowledge is a reputable attorney and that he has 
never heard anything unfavorable concerning him. He stated he 
would be unable to furnish any additional information and would 
be unable to mak^ a concrete or oositivo recommendation. 


United States Senator XU XUS 3. HICKU^OxAUR, 

Iowa, advised that he has mt A3Z FGRTAS on two or three occasions 
bet that he has not had close enough contact to J^v^ion a firm 
opinion of him. He stated that he did not feel he was qualified 
to make a recommendation. 


United states senator NORRIS CuTTCN, New Hampshire 
advised tnat he had heard the name 13U FORTAS as an outstanding 
attorney but that he had no personal association with him and 
ther^for^ would be unable to make further comment. 


United States Senator FAU1 II. JCUGL^J, Illinois, 
advised that no h°ard the name A3H FOATaS through the years and 
that to his knowledge by reputation he believes FORfRiJ to be 
an extremely able fellow" and that he has never heard anything 
unfavorable concerning his character, associates, reoutation or 
loyalty. Senator JOUGIG.d stated that hn did not fool that he 
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was qualified to make any further comments due to his lack of 
personal knowledge of the appointee. 

United States Senator EVERETT MC KINLEY DIR KSEN, 
Illinois, advised that he has never had any close personal 
contact with ABE F0RTA3 and that he knows very little about 
the gentleman except for the fact that F0RTA3 enjoys an 
excellent reputation as far as his legal knowledge and ability 
is concerned. Senator DIRKSEN stated that he has never heard 
anything unfavorable concerning his character, associates, 
reputation or loyalty, and that he would be unable to make 
any further comments. 



WFO 161-2419 
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On July 20, 1965, U. S. Senator MIKE MANSFIELD , 
Montana, advised that he has known ABE FORTAS for over 
twenty years primarily on a professional basis in connection 
with his, FORTAS 1 , contact with the Hill, He stated that 
he first met the appointee when he, FORTAS, held position 
with the Department of the Interior, He stated that FORTAS 
enjoys an excellent reputation and that he is highly regarded 
in the fiild of law. He stated that he has never heard or 
observed anything which would reflect unfavorably upon his 
character, associates, reputation or loyalty and would have 
no hesitancy in recommending him for a position of trust and 
confidence. 



WFO 161-2419 
JIID:ssk 
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The following interviews were conducted by SA 
J^MES H. DILLON on July ? 20, 1965: 

U.S. Sen ator ROMAN L* HRUSK a, Nebraska, advised that 
he has known FORTAS ior approximately ten years on a professional 
basis. IIRUSKA stated he met FORTAS when he came to Congress and 
considered this man to be one of the top attorneys and 
Presidential, Congressional and Judicial advisors in the 
Washington area. Senator HRUSKA advised he has had some social 
contact with FORTaS and considers him to be an individual 
of high moral character who is well regarded as an excellent 
reputation and in his opinion is a loyal citizen. Senator 
HRUSKA stated he has never heard anything of a derogatory 
nature concerning FORTAS and he would recommend him to any 
position of trust and confidence that the President saw fit 
to appoint him. 

U.S. S enator ^ HO WARD W . CANNON t Nevada, advised he 
has known ABE FORTAS for six to eight years and that he met 
him prof essionally either shortly before he came to Washington 
or when he arrived in Washington. Senator CANNON stated his 
relationship with FORTAS has been mainly professional and he 
is held in high regard by members of Congress and other related 
fields in Washington. Senator CANNON stated he considers 
FORTAS to be a very capable person and he has never heard any- 
thing of a derogatory nature concerning him. Senator CANNON 
stated further he believed FORTAS has a very good reputation, 
is of high moral character and a loyal citizen, and he would 
not hesitate to recommend him to a position of trust and 
confidence. 


U.S. Senator GEORGE MURPH Y. California, advised he 
has known of aBE FORTAS by reputation for approximately 25 
years, and has known him on a professional basis for approx- 
imately 15 years. Senator £IURPHY stated he has limited 
contact with FORTAS but knows that he has been an advisor 
of Presidents since the Roosevelt Administration and has 
never heard of anjithtggrof a derogatory nature concerning 
FORTAS. Senator MURPHY stated he would recommend him to a 
position of trust and confidence. 


9 
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* 


U.S. Senator EDWARD M, KENNEDY, Massachusetts, 
advised he has heard of ABE FORTAS, an attorney in the 
Washington area, but does not know him personally, and knows 
nothing concerning this man. Based on this, Senator KENNEDY 
stated he could not make any statement one way or the other 
concerning FORTAS. 


r\ 

_ VJ 



WFO 161-2419 
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^ fc6 

b7C 


b7D 

CREDIT AND POLICE AGENCIES 


IC 

-P f-Vio files 


Gi 


lcaused a search to be made 


] 


which contained a satisfactory credit record r egarding 

the appointee I ~ I whose 

address was shown as 3025 N Street, N. W. 


On July 20, 1965* IC | (determined that the 

files of the Metropolitan Police l^parcment contained no 
r ecord r egarding the appointee or his wife. It is toTJeT noted 
that at all tiroes an indefinite number of unidentified records 
are out of file and not available for review. 

On July 20, 1965 * XC | | searched the 

files of the United States Park F011G5 Shd Hd PsAord was found 
concerning the appointee or his wife. “ “ — - 


bS 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


MISCELLANEOUS 


On July 20 , 1965, ic[ 


determined 


that the files of the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
contained no additional pertinent information concerning the 
appointee* 1 


On July 20, 1965* ic l I caused a search 

to be made of the files of the Passport Office, Department 
of State, which contained no additi onal pertinent information 
concerning the appointee. 


b6 

b7c 


Db 


b7C 


On July 20 , 1965 J I Chief , Dockets 

Division, Federal Communications commission IFUC), advised 
her records Indicated the appointee was admitted to practice 
j before the FCC on March 26, 19^6 and_ is in good standing . 

I She stated her records d id not in dicate" any grievances have 
been filed against the appointee. J 

1 b6 

b7C 


1 
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ELNrejm 
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h6 


On July 20, 1965 


b7C 


Attorney , 


815 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., advised he was the new Secretary 
of the Federal Communications Bar Association. He stated 
that his records indicated the appointee i s presently a 
member in good stan ding a nd no grievances have been filed 
against him. The exact date the appointee became a member 
of the~association was not contained in his reoords. 


ic 


Tha fr>nr>yr4r»g investigation was conducted by 
o n July 20, 1965: 


b6 

b7C 


The records of the Lawyers Register, United States 
District Court for the District of Columbia, contained no 
additional per tinent information* 

The records of the Committee on Admissions and 
Grievances, United States District Court for the District of 
Columbia, contained no additional p ertinent information 
concerning the appointee. 


The records of the Federal Bar Association revealed 
the appointee is presently a member of the association and 
in good standing.' "" 

The records of the District of Columbia Bar 
Association revealed the appointee i s sti ll a me mber of the 
association and in good standing. 

The records of the United States Supreme Court 
revealed FORTAS was admitted to practice before^ the~~cour t 
January 15, 1940, and is in good standing. 

On July 20, 1965, IC l Pr eviewed 

file regarding the appointee at the Bureau of Personnel 
Investigations, Civil Service Commission, which contained 
n o addi tional pertinent information. 


on 


the 


DO 


b7C 


t 1 

. i j 
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b6 


b7C 




reviewed 
search 


the 


On July 20, 1965, 1C 

file regarding the appointee at tne Protective 
Section, U. S, Secret Service, which revealed he was issued 
a permanent White House pass on December 20, 1963, and this 
pass is presently in effect. The file nn n'^ + j nna.i 

pert^nentJxiXQrmation • 


On July 20, 1965, IC 


\ 


eviewed the 


newspaper clippings at the Libraries of the "Washington Star ,f 
newspaper and the ''Washington Dally News" newspaper which 
contained no additional pert inent— information . 


fc6 

b7C 


fc3 


fc6 

fc7C 


1 
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On July 20, 1965- 
Director, f Ami ni va Of? 

advised SA 


I 




ce 


i Deputy 
United States Supreme Court, 


fc7C 


that the appointee Is presently 
the Committee on Rules of Practice and Procedure 


a member o: 

"~bf the Judicial' 'Conference of the Tftffte d States and was last 
-appointed to tnis position in Oc tober, 1962, for a 4-^ear term. 


On July 20, 1965, Judge CHARLES FAHY. lilted States 
Court of Appeals for the District or Columbia Circuit Court, 
advised SA | | that he. has the same favorable opinion of 

the appointee tnat he expressed when Interviewed by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation in November, 1964. He stated 
that he would highly recommend him for a position of trust and 
confidence with the Government. 
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CG 161-931 


DETAILS : 


Affiliation 


i 


\ 


American Bar Association (ABA) 

1155 East 60th Street b6 

Chicago , Illinois 

a 1 ■ — - 1 b7C 

[ advised from ABA ^7 d 

records on July 20, 1965, that ABE FORTAS, born June 19, 1910, 
Memphis, Tennessee, became an ABA member on July 14, 1938 
and is at present a current member in good standing , 


She stated that he was admitted to the Bar m the 
State of Connecticut m 1934. His record co ntains no 
un favorable informa tion or any grievances and his present 
address is shown as 1229 19th Ctreet N.W., Washington, D. C. 


one with 
might be 


I k dvised that she could not 
the national organization of the ABA, 
acquainted with the ^appointee 


suggest any- 
Chicago, who 


Acquaintance 



fc6 

fc7C 

fc7D 


First 'National Bank, 38 South Dearborn Street, Chicago, 
advised on July 20, 1965 that he has been acquainted with te 

tiie appointee for a good number of years on a personal basis, b7l 
He said the appointee is most capable in his proiession, a 
patriotic American citizen, emotionally stable, and an b71 

individual who would be an asset to the United States 
Government • 


for an> position 
consideration. 


]adv l sed he would endorse the appointe e 
trlist for which he might be under 


of 


fc6 

b7C 

b7D 


2 * 
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7/20/65 


Abraham Fortas 
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| REPORT MADE BY 


TYPED BY 
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SPECIAL INQUIRY 
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Bureau teletype to WFO, Chicago and Memphis dated 7/19/65. 
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UNI D STATES DEPARTMENT OF J TICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy toi 


Report of. 
Data 


SA 

July 20, 1965 


Field Office File #: ICS 161—127 


Offim Memphis 


Bureau File 


Ttfl«: 


Charact er ! 


Synoptic 


ABE FOBTAS 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN j? UNCLASSIFIED 
HAT F 

SPECIAL INQUIRIES FOR WHITE HOUSE, CONGRESSIONAL 
COMMITTEES, AMD OTHER GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 

No record located, Memphis Police Depart Mat , or 

Shllhv rmin+v Shirlff'a Offln fnr A HE mEMS 



No credit record 
located for ABE FORTAS. Continued residence of 
relatives in Memphis verified. 


-KUC- 


DETAIUS: 


On July 20, 1965, T 

>ai 


, anc 


Identification Division . Memphis Pd lie A Department 
I 3 Identification Division, Shelby 

-Memphis, Tennessee, advise^ 

1. that there was no recora 'In 


r on n tv Shflrlff 

silT 




fig 


b 6 
fc?C 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 



fc7D 


On July 20, 1965 J I 

ladvised SAI Ith at | I 

l have satisxactorv credit 

records, but she could locate no record fdf ABE FURTAS. 


£ 


On July 20 f 196; 

Title Building, Mempni s. Tennessee. 


Commerce 
he was personally acquainted 




will 


b 6 
b7C 


b7D 


b6 


b7C 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to, _ 
your agency, It and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency b/D 
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1 , 



and that all three of these 


individuals continue to reside In Memphis, as they have 
for a great number of years. 
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URGENT 7-20-65 i|: 1 2 PM 

TO DIRECTOR 

FROM MEMPHIS 201 951 



Trotter 
Tele F om 
Holmes 
Gondii 


ALL INF0!?f 1 7fiTO C0NOTKD 
HEREU IS ouamFIED 

‘ E>AT F -?/3 J3 Y -fy-iTAPfo frr 



abe(/fortas, aka abraham fortas. spi. 

REBUTEL JULY 19 LAST. 

ONLY LOGICAL I NVE ST I GAT 1 ON, MEMPHIS, CONSI STS OF CRIMINAL 
AMD CREDIT ON FORTAS ANP| 


ON THIS DATE 


IDENTIFICATION DIVISION, MPD AND 
IDENTIFICATION DIVI SION SHELBY COUNTY SO, ADVISED THEY 
HAVE MO RFOORD OF ARE FORTAS I 


ON SAME DAT 


I 


ADVISED ALL OF ABOVE HAVE SATISFACTORY CRE DIT RECORDS, EXCEPT 
SHE COULD LOCATE NO RECORD OF ABE FORTAS. REPORT FOLLOWS. P. 

RECE IVED: 5:12 PM MSE 



■(] 



\< 

crORDED 


RECORDED 

SEP l 6 1965 


!, / , 


v. f 






FBI WASH DC 


BUREAU OP f^VESTlfe 

communications section 


r. 


lol^on. 


J(jb20 1965 

tsletypet 


FBI CHICAGO 

1 26 PH COST URGENT 7-20-65 JAZ 
TO DIRECTOR 

HUM CHICAGO (161-931) 



IP 


ORTAS, AKA. SPI. 


NJ- 

VftRO<J ' 

oMt 


COHTMNH) 


) '!( Kr Irynrr t 

! Mf M hr 

$ r . aoh - 

[Mi ( < ,n 

j Mi ( M s ,1 an 

Mt < «T*aJ_ 

Mr »lt 

Mr f’al« 

Mr Rosen 

Mr S i 1 [ \ an _ 

Mr Tav'*! 

Mr J f r 

R , om 

M'V* L ,i s 
Miss Candy 





REBUT EL TO WFO, JULY ONE NINE LAST, AND REPORT OF SA 
CHICAGO, NOVEMBER TWO, NINETEEN SIXTY FOUR. 


CHECK OF ABA RECORDS, CHICAGO, JULY TWENTY, INSTANT, REVEALS 
SANE INFORMATION RE APPOINTEE AS REPORTED IN ABOVE REFERENCED CHICAGO 


b6 

b7C 


REPORT. APPOINTEE’S CURRENT ADDRESS, ONE TWO TWO NINE NINETEENTH 


STREE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C 


FIRST NAT16NAL 




BANK, CHICAGO, STATED JULY TWENTY INSTANT, APPOINTEE MOST CAPABLE 
IN HIS PROFESSION, PATRIOTIC, EMOTIONALLY STABLE, AND WOULD BE ASSET 
TO U.S. GOVERNMENT. RECOMMENDS. 

REPORT FOLLOWS. 

END 

WA . . .BJH 

FBI WASH DC t 

fU CLR 


Do 

b7C 

b7D 


h 








T~, 


NOT recorded 
( 2 SEP 16 1965 
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Date 7/21/65 


Transmit the following in 

( Type in plaintext or code) 


Via 


AIRTEL 


(Priority) 


L 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM: 


AB 

SPI 


4 . 


SAC, WFO (161-2419) (RUC) 


RTAS , aka 


b6 

b7C 


Rerep of SA l I dated 7/20/65. 

On 7/21/65 . U. S. Senator E UGENE J. MCCARTHY from 
Minnesota advised SA l I that he knows the 

appointee slightly on a professional and social basis through 
contacts with him at the White House. He said everything he 
has heard regarding FORTAS has been favorable. He advised he 
did not feel he was well enough acquainted with FORTAS to 
make any recommendation concerning him. 
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OS* n Ktc NO ir 


TO 


FROM 


S OBJECT 


UNITED STATES GC lRNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr. Gallic/ 

7 A / 

W. V. Cleveland/ 

+£ 

ABE FORT AS 

SPECIAL INQUIRY - WHITE HOUSE 


DAI l 


7/21/65 



Hoson 

S ilJivan 
Tci I 


I rotu r 

Tp] a Poo 






PURPOSE : To recommend the results of investigation concerning Fortas, requested 
by the President, be furnished the White House. 

BACKGROUND: Fortas, aged 55, is an attorney with the firm of Arnold, Fortas and 
Porter, Washington, D. C. On 7/18/65 the President advised he was seriously 
thinking of appointing Fortas to a major departmental position. He requested the 
prior investigation of Fortas be brought up to date and furnished the names of 
eleven Senators he desired we interview concerning Fortas. 

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATIONS: We investigated Fortas under the Hatch Act in 1941 
and 1942 and a Special Inquiry was conducted concerning him in October and November, 
1964. A summary memorandum containing the results of those investigations has 
been furnished to the White House. This memorandum dated 11/19/64 (attached) 
highlighted that Fortas has reportedly been a member or associated with the 
Washington Committee for Democratic Action, American People's Mobilization, 
Internationa} Juridical Association and the Southern Conference for Human We 
each of wh&h has either been cited by the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities or designated pursuant to Executive Order 10450. When interviewed in 
1942 Mr. Fortas denied undenfbath ever having been a member cf the Washington 
Committee for Democratic Action, the American Peace Mobilization or the 
American People's Mobilization. He did admit havin^eeu.a member o UlA/ a /i t 
National Lawyers Guild which was cited by the House ' 

Activities as a communist front in 1944 but stated that he ha<f jee i g no d fg o«* 4his 
organizations about 1940. w ,\^ 

2 SEP 21 1965 

During the current inquiries the Senators mentione d by th e Pre§£ggQjt in 
his request were interviewed, with the exception of Senator Eugene J. McCarthy of 
Minnesota, who was not available. Those well acquainted with Fortas, indluding 
Senators Roman L. Hrngka (Republican) from Nebraska, Howard W. Cannon 
(Democrat) from Neyada and George L. Murphy (Republican) from California, 
recommended him /oil a position of trust. The remaining Senators who were not 
acquainted with Fortas, or not well acquainted, made no recommendation concerning 
him due to their lack rf personal knowledge of him. Senator Michael J. MansfitAcf 

Enclosures /ENCLDSUEE 
1 - Mr. Belmont 1 - Mr. DeLoach 

- Mr. Gale 1 - Mr. Sullivan 

Mr. Auerswald 


/- 19lj5 


V 

CONTINUED - OVER 


r 


t * 



Memorandum Cleveland to Gale 

RE: ABE FORTAS, SPECIAL INQUIRY - WHITE HOUSE 


(Democrat) from Montana, who was also interviewed, has known Fortas for over 
20 years and recommended him for a position of trust. Senator Mansfield was 
not one of those specifically mentioned by the President. 

A careful check of Bureau files and the files of the Washington Field 
Office failed to disclose any information indicating membership on the part of 
Fortas in the Americans for Democratic Action, and persons interviewed during 
our investigations of Fortas furnished no information indicating membership on his 
part in that organization. In September, 1964, the White House furnished a list of 
approximately 300 names of officers, board members and founders of the Americans 
for Democratic Action to be checked through Bureau files. Fortas' name does not 
appear on this list. The Bureau has never investigated the Americans for 
Democratic Action and a complete membership list is not available. 

STATUS: 


The investigation is complete, except for interview of Eugene J. McCarthy, 
United States Senator from Minnesota, who will be interviewed as soon as he is 
available. 

ACTION: 


Attached for approval is a letter transmitting a summary memorandum 
to Mr. Watson at the White House, which should be delivered by Liaison. 
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July 19, 


MR. TOLSON: 



v 


Ihe PresliSetTrtsalled at approximately 5:20 p.j^?<$j 


DeLoach 
Casper — 
Mr. Callahan 
Mr. Conrad _ 

Mr. F elt 

/Mr. Gale 


/' "■ Mr. Rosen 


Mr. Sullivan’ 
Tavel _ 
otter 


m 


XliC JTi COXUCilU VAJUCU UAi A i.wWCiy , .c V £/■ fills . Ta 

Sunday, 7-18-65, and talked for approximately 25 minutes, 

The President mentioned he was seriously thinking 
appointing Abe Fortas to a major departmental position. He stated 
he knew we had investigated Fortas sometime ago at lus, the 
President's, specific instructions, however, he thought that this 
investigation should be brought up to date. He stated he remembered 
that Fortas had belonged to a number of communist front cr^muzations back in 
early 1940's, however, he placed no credence on these .acts inasmuch as Fortas since 
had matured and was now a well trusted, loyal individual. The President stated he 
trusted Fortas as much as he did Lady Bird and even more so with respect to advice 
regarding business and international matters. 


, The President advised that la, intended naming Fortas to this position 

' within the next day or so. He stated he wanted to and out first exactly what opposition 
) he would encounter after he named Fortas. I-Ic stated he thought we should interview a 
j- number of Senators and get them on record. He L on named Senator Cannon, Eugene 
’ McCarthy, Douglas, Senator Bob Kennedy and donator Ed Kennedy. (I interrupted the 
; President at this point and asked him if he was serious. lie replied that he certainly 
\ recognized that the Senators would give Abe Fortas a bad name, however, he thought he 
, should go on record in order to prevent these Senators from issuing adverse press 

* statements later on. ) The President added Senators Kuchel and Dirks m. \vY.h respect 
J to Senator Dirksen, the President stated that Dirksen was in a bad way physically and 

1 he was afraid he would be losing him within the next several weeks. The President 
i added he wanted a number of conservative Senators interviewed. He then named Hruska, 

, ’’Hckenlooper, Co.. on and Murphy of California. He stated that Murphy would know nothing 
I about Abe Fortas, however, "'it' would be a good idea to him on recora. 

• The President specifically stated he wanted our Agents, if questioned, 

to intimate that Fortas was to be appointed to a presidential aavicory commission. He 
| stated this, of course, was not true, however, he wanted to keep from arousing commons 
las much as possible. I told the President that FBI interview of the Senators named above 
wouid certainly cause comment. He replied he knew this, however, hoped thai the Hgerns 
could handle this investigation as quietly as po k) 






Informal DeLoach to Mr. Tolson 7-19-65 


The President turned to oil t'.m.^s. Ho stated that, "Edgar had dene a 
good job v/ith the Evening Star. " He memw.cd A v.m quite obvious that we had talked 

with representatives of the Star and that t: paper had now turned to .us favor. 1' told 

the President that the Director had made a very careful -keck as to any known animosity 
towards him, however, we had failed to find there v/2.5 any animosity in this reg^ 


u. Ui 1 


The President stated he w *s concerned abc_. the future hearings to be held 
by the Fulbright Committee regarding U. S. mtervenuen m the Dormnican Republic. lie 
' stated before the hearings were overwiih, k- mibcipatcd that he would find it necessary to 
ask the Director to testify regarding the 1 ^ W C V- v been commumsts attempting to 

Ltake over tlie Dominican Republic. He added th: - .ho D-rector would also be m a poo. ..on 
to testify regarding communist attempts m Lie Umted States to embarrass United States 
Government policy in the Dominican Republic, I tola Lie President that while the 
Director could no doubt bolster the Administration E position by his testimony, I felt E 
would be very inadvisable to have the FEI testify before the Fulbright Commin.ee or any 
other Congressional committee. The PrcmL-nt a,„l.od me the reason for this statu mom. 

I told him the Director, by precedent, had made m a policy not to appear before 
Congressional committees. 1 added that Senator Jim Eastland had constantly wanted me 

Director to appear relative to judicial appo meats. I mentioned that such appearances 

j could be both embarrassing to the Adminie -ration and most certainly would take the FDf 
1 out of the category of a nonevaluation agency. The President stated we had a point there, 
•.however, he would have to think about the matter* 

The President told me that Senator tom Dodd had boon domg an execller.; 
job for the Administration. He sta.odthat Dodd's speeches on the Floor of the Senate and 
. been very helpful. He then added that the ^/^rocccr /icicl £l.s 0 been doing an excellent job 
' m fomenting public opinion against communist efforts to embarrass the U. S. Government 
in Vietnam and the Dominican Republic. Tne President stated he, was concerned, however, 
about the fact that we appeared to be losmg the battle against college professors and on 
; college and university campuses. He staled .her- were also bad rumblings m Government 
1 about our policies in Vietnam particularly. The President stated that he wanted to get 
J more Johnson men in this Administration. Ho add- a that such men were particularly 
"^needed in the State Department, 


I told the President that donator Dodd had received and accepted an 
; invitation to be one of the principal speakers before The American — gion Convention next 
i month in Portland, Oregon. The President stated mm was Im- —id that he hoped some 
j guidance could be given to Senator Dodd relative to th„ type speech that should be made. 

1 I told him that the Director had already had me give Senator Dodd considerable material 
m this regard, some of which Senator Dodd ci already used on the Floor of the Senate. 


— 1 --\r'’'TT -T ~\ X r m ‘"■v ,• ' ' 
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Informal DeLoach to Mr, Tolson 7-l"-CC 

The President asked if I cculd have 
i which will be passed before The American Legion defenoing his -p &e Vietnam and 
| the Dominican Republic. I told him that the Director had already approved such a 
‘resolution and that The American Legion in Virginia this coming week would pass this 
resolution and send it on to National Headquarters for passage and national publicity 
*xhe Convention. 


o i* 

Cv V 


The President stated he thougnt this was good and that such a resolution 


1 would help out tremendously. 


The President mentioned that Lhe "Washington Post, ’’ once a strong 
supporter, now seemed to be turning against h_m, particularly in the field of crime, ale 
; stated that Sunday’s "Post” deplored the fact that the President relied upon crime 
statistics in order to appraise the crime situation m the District of Columbia. Do stated 
that it was his opinion that statistics, particularly those put out oy the FBI, were very 
^valuable and that he intended to keep relying upon such statistics. 


! \ The President asked that w. 

* >1 told him this would be done. 


^ W. v 


:hi to work on the Abe Fortas rnatcer. 


The Director was advised telephcnically of the above conversation. While 
I did not think of it at the time, it now appears that the President is considering Fortas 
to succeed Adlai Stevenson. 


ACTION: 


!! 


(1) I doubt that the President will now insist that the Director appear belor< 
n the Fulbright Committee, particularly in view o2 the above arguments. Nevertheless, v/e 
jjshould go ahead and prepare a brief for the Director m the event he is called upon to mak 
an appearance. This brief should include the following parts: 


'jsuch 


(a) Reasons for the FBI's being m the Dominican Republic, 


(b) Facts substantiating the presence of communists and their attempts 
to take over in the Dominican Republic. 

(c) General statements regarding FBI’s assistance to the U. 3. 
Government as result cf cur being m the Dominican Republic. This part 
should also naturally include our trem-ndous value to the Government as 
a result of our responsibilities from an internal security standpoint. r , ne 
technical surveillance of Bosch should, of course, be disguised tviJ aaauCII 
as possible. 


(d) Attempts of communists and communist front organizations as 
well as extreme liberal organizations to embarrass U. S. Government 
policies in the Dominican Republic. 

J 
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CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 





Informal DeLoach to Mr. Tolson 7-19-65 

Action - Continu ed: • 

W The Special Investigative Bivioion, Special Inquiry Section, 
should immediately initiate an investigation to bi.ng the previous inquiry on Abe F ortas 
up to date. The Senators in question should be . .erv.ewed today, if at all possible. 

I The investigation should reach the White A'cuse no later than Wednesday afternoon of 
I this week, 7-21-65. The limitations mentioned by the President should be considered 
in the investigation. 







CTFULLY, 


C. D. D2 LOACH 




1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 


1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Gale 
1 - Mr. Cleveland 
1 - Mr. Auerswald 


■oiwnkl* Marvin watsea 
IpMlil Aaslatut to the President 
The Vhlta Mouse 
ffUhiaitM, D, C. 

Doar Mr. Whtaeai 


JUly SI, 1945 
IT LIAISON 
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Transaitted herewith in a nuawarjr Maonndu 
containing the ramlta of investigation which m 
requested by tho pronidont mi July 14, 1945, concerning 


03 

hH 


An investigation nan ooadaotod oonnorning 
Mr. Portan undor tho provinioan of tho Matoh Ant la 1941 
and 1941. Tho White Mouse haa boon faurainhod a naanarjr 
nonorandna dated Mov saber 19, 1944, ooataialac tho ronulta 
of that investigation an veil an tho reoulto of an 
applicant-type lavontlgatloa ooadaotod regard! ag Mr. Portan 


33 

m 


o 



la Oateber aad lev saber, 1944. Tho eaoleaed aaaaarp asao- 
raadaa novora Mr. Portan* nativities alaoo lavoabor, 1944. 

Magoao 4. Me Ca rthy, Waited Staton Senator from / 
Mlaaoaota, han not boon available for interview. Whoa 
Senator MoCarthy in Interviewed, tho ronulta will bo 
furnished to you. 


ToUon _ 
Belmont . 

M&hr 

DeLoach 

Copper 

Callahan 

Conrad 

P el t 

Go le 

Ro^Pn 

Sullivan _ 

1 aval 

Trotter 

TpIo R rtd 


Tho lavontlgatloa of Mr. Portan severed lnquirl 
|A to bin oharaotor, loyalty, general standing and ability, 
MrL no inquiries wore made an to 

Slnoerely yours 




inral staadiag and ability, 
the sources of 111 iMnwy/O 
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dated 7/21/65 re 


Xnoldnuro 


OJA: he: inu-^ 
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HEREI 

DATEz 
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July 91, 1965 


^ ^ Ajy 

i r 

GLLX cv 


'<V_V ■ l l - 


i f - / ^ y '-*i^L 
• ' « >i - . ^>Jh|r>/i •■ 


to 


l C,fe (o-l j - > ?/ C 
1 ' /j. . Mf ML-k; - , -V /'/V// 


- a/..... 

‘ssrs. 


ihan^for 


MM 

kaom as Abra hu^fortta 

' < Jt fA M ft k -. 


__ aa investigation conducted concerning 

Mr. rwrtu under the pmlalou of the Matok Aot la 1941 a ad 
1949 and tho r oo n lta of aa applicant-type investigation of hla 
la Oetobor and Movesber , 1964, were aaaaarlaod la a aeeoraadn* t. 
datotf iQTWhir 19, 1964. Thla sussary naamdai cover* P ^ 
Mr. fortes* activities alnea Movesber, 1964. 
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Mr. Vortaa baa ooatlauod in 1 4a private practice. fff u> 
lav with tho f Ira of Arnold, Fortaa and Portor, Washington,- m 
©. C. L 1 * '■ 


Mr. fortaa and hla vlfa. I ~ 

reside at 9095 M Stroat, Morthve a t, Washington, mjJ 


O 

HO 


Lu 


Zntorvlova 


be 

b7C 


Unless otharvlaa indloatod, tho fol loving lndlvldnala 
vara lntorvlovod in Washington, 0. C* 


Thoaaa M. Cuehal, United states Senator fros 
California, advised ho has aot Mr. Martas on oooaalon , but has 
not had aay eloso personal oontaot vith his. Me stated 
Mr. Portas enjoys an exoellent reputation as an attorney and 
said he has heard nothing unfavorable concerning his. 

Senator Ikuthel stated he would be unable to sake aay further 
consents regarding Mr. fortaa. 


Tolson 

_ 

Mohr — _ 
DsLoach 

Casper 

Callahan . 

Conrad . 

- el t _ 

Gale 

■Hosfn 

^ulhvan — 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINER 
HEREIN JS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATF7/^C" -BV4 
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Abe Fort as 


Bobsrt F. Knat^jr, United Statss 8enator froa 
Mew York, stated ha has so parsonal knowledge of Mr. Fortas 
and has sat his on only ona or two oooaslons. Ba advised that, 
to his knowledge, Mr. Fortas is a raputabla attorn ay and said 
ha has haard nothing of an unfavorable nature aonoarsing his. 
Senator Kennedy statad ha is unabla to furnish any additional 
information regarding Mr. Fortas or offer a "concrete or 
positive" recommendation concerning his. 

Bourke B. Rickanloopar , United States Senator from 
Iowa, advised ha has mat Mr. Fortas on two or three oooaslons, 
but said ha has not had sufficient contaot with Mr. Fortas to 
develop a firm opinion of his. Senator Hiokanloopar statod ha 
does not feel qualified to sake any recommendation regarding 
Mr. Fortas. 

Morris Cotton, United States Senator fron 
Mew Hampshire, advised he has heard that Mr. Fortas is an 
outstanding attorney. Senator Cotton said he has had no 
personal association with Mr . Fortas and, therefore, is unable 
to make any further comments concerning his. 

Paul H. Douglas, United States Senator fron Illinois, 
advised he has heard of Mr. Fortas through the years, and he 
described Mr. Fortas by reputation as "an extremely able fellow." 
He stated be has heard nothing of an unfavorable nature 
concerning Mr. Fortas* character, associates, reputation or 
loyalty. Senator Douglas advised he does not feel qualified to 
sake any further coaments regarding Mr. Fortas due to his lack 
of personal knowledge of Mr. Fortas. 

Everett M. Dirksen, United States Senator from 
Illinois, advised he has had no close personal contact with 
Mr. Fortas. He said he knows very little about Mr. Fortas, 
exoept for the fact he enjoys an excellent reputation as far 
as his legal knowledge and ability are concerned. Senator JXrksm 
stated he haa received no unfavorable information concerning 
Sr. Fortas* character, associates, reputation or loyalty. He 
advised he would be unable to make any further comaents regarding 
Mr. Fortas. 



Ab# Fortas 


Bona L« Hruaka , United States Sana tor from Nebraska, 
advised ba baa kaova Mr* Fortas on a professional baala for 
approxlmatel y tan years and ooaaldara hia ona of tha top 
attornajra and Presidential , Congressional and Judicial adviser* 
In tba Washington, D. C. , araa . Ba atatad ba has had soaa 
social contact with Mr. Fortaa and regards his as an Individual 
of excellent character and raputation and a loyal American. 

Sana tor Brtiska said ha has heard nothing of a derogatory nature 
concerning Mr. Portae and stated ha vould recommend his for any 
position of trust and confidence. 

Howard W. Cannon, United States Senator from Mevada, 
advised ba has known Mr. Fortas for six or eight years. He 
said his relationship with Mr. Fortas has bean mainly profes- 
sional and stated Mr. Fortas has a very good raputation and la 
highly regarded by members of Congress. Senator Cannon advised 
he considers Mr. Fortas a vary capable person and said he has 
heard nothing of a derogatory nature concerning his. He said 
he considers Mr. Fortas a loyal American of excellent character 
and advised he vould not hesitate to recommend him for a posi- 
tion of trust and confidence. 

George L. Murphy, United States Senator from 
California, advised he has known of Mr. Fortas for approximately 
25 years and has been acquainted with him on a professional 
basis for approximately 15 years. Senator Murphy stated he has 
had limited contact with Mr. Fortae and knove he has been an 
adviser to Presidents of the United States since the adminis- 
tration of the late President Franklin D. Roosevelt. He said 
he possesses no information of a derogatory nature concerning 
Mr. Fortae and stated he would recommend him for a position of 
trust and confidence. 

Edvard M. Kennedy, United States Senator from 
Massachusetts , advised he has heard of Mr. Fortas, but does 
not know hia personally. Senator Kennedy stated he possesses 
no information regarding Mr. Fortas and, therefore, could nake 
no stateaent concerning hia. 

Michael J. Mansfield, United States Senator froa 
Montana, advised he has known Mr. Fortas for over 30 years, 
primarily on a professional basis. He stated Mr. Fortas enjoys 
an excellent reputation and Is highly regarded In the field of 



Abe Fortaa 


law. Senator Mansfield advleed ha pohmum ao information of 
an unfavorable aataro aa to Mr. Fortaa* oharaotor, associates, 
roputatloa or loyalty. la aald ha would not haaltata to recoa 
mead Mr. Fortaa for a position of truat and oonfldenoa. 


| law firm of Arnold, Fortaa 
and Porter. Washington. p. c. . advised h a ham bean acquainted 
with Mr. Fortaa aiaee 1S33. I l atatad ha oonaldara 

Mr. Fortaa a vary oapabla and outstanding attorney vho haa a 
vary high reputation In the legal profane Ion. Ha aald there 
haa never bean any question aa to Mr. Fortaa* character, 
integrity, loyalty or ethiea and are 

individuals of excellent character | I advlaad he 

would give Mr. Fortaa hie highest recommendation for appoint 
sent to a position of trust. 

The following additional persons commented favorably 
concerning Mr. Fortaa' character, reputation, loyalty and 
aasoolates and recommended him for a position of trust and 
confidence. Mr. Fortaa was described as an outstanding and 
brilliant attorney who enjoys an excellent personal and profee 
sional reputation. 

I I law firm of 

Arnold, Fortaa and Porter, Washington, D. C. 

I I law firm of b6 

Arnold, Fortaa and Porter, Washington, D. C. 

b7C 

I ""l lii fin of h7D 

Arnold , Fortaa and Portar, Washington, D. C, 


J lav firs of 

Arnold, Fortaa and Portar, Washington, D. C. 

Char las Fahy, Judga, Unit ad Stfttoi Court of 
Appaala for tha District of Columbia Circuit 


I l iill Ill'll Jllllbnii nan i or upiotgo. 

Chicago, Illinois 


hS 

b7C 

b7D 
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Abv Portia 


ClotM Bvlativva 


Mr. Portia' pira&ta ar« daoaiatd. St haa the 
following living clone mlativnn in addition to his wife, 
Mntionad previously: 

Brother 

Sister, 

Sister, 

Credit and Arrest Checks 


b6 

b7C 


Information has bMB rtceived from the RpproprlRtf 
credit reporting and lav enforcement agencies indicating their 
filea contain either no record or no additional pertinent 
information regarding Mr, Fortas or hln clone relatives. 

Bar Affiliations 

A check of the records of the appropriate bare and 
bar associations during the current inquiries disclosed no 
additional pertinent Information concerning Mr. Portae, 

Agency Checks 

Information has been received from the following 
governmental agencies indicating their files contain either 
no record or no additional pertinent information concerning 
Mr . Fortas : 

Bureau of Personnel Investigations, Civil 

Service Commission; Mouse Committee on Un» 

American Activities; Passport Office, 

Department of State; United States Secret 
Service; Central Intelligence Agency; and 
the White House Office, 

The central files of the FBI, including the files of 
the Identification Division, oontaln no additional pertinent 
information concerning Mr, Fortas, 




1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Gale 
1 - Mr. Cleveland 
1 - Mr. Auerswald 
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Sonorablo Marvin Watoon 

Special Assistant to tho Proaidont 

Th. Mbit* Mown. 

Washington , D. C. 

Boar Mr. Wataoni 
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Beferenoe la aado to ny lottor datod 
Jttly 81, IBM, vhloh furnlahod you a wiry aanrtndu 
eontaining tho results of laypstigatlon rofaested by tho 
Proaidont oeaoerning Mr, 



Bugono J. MoOarthy, Vnitod Btatoa Senator frop 
Mlnnoaota, interviewed in Waahlngton , 8, 6. , adviaod Id 
knows Mr. Portaa alightly on a profoaaioaal and aoofgl 
baaia through eontaota ho haa had with Mr. Portaa at tho 
White Settee. la aaid everything ho haa hoard about 
Mr. Portaa haa bom favorable. Senator MoOhrthy adffld 
that ho daea not fool ho ia aufflolmtly aeguainted with 

Mr. »rU. t. -*• Wlffrit* “V-A 

nu littii u 


natter. 


NOT ) 

Sincerely yottitf, $EP 16 1965 


Tolson _ 
Belmont , 

Mohr 

DeLoach 
Casper _ 
lallahan 
Conrad _ 
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TELETYPE UNIT n 




Cjrrwj ry , 
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W Kwlmi^r 'NVESTIGATIOH 
_V * WErARTMENT Of JUSTJPF 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


FBI NEW YORK 

1114 AN URGENT 8V3V65 ONE 

TO DIRECTOR — 3 

FROM NEW YORK /161-1428X 


AUG 31^5 

teletype 


\ 


2P 




AB EFFORT AS. 

SPI 

RE REPORT SA [ 



DATED ELEVEN THREE 


SIXTY FOUR, AT NEW YORK, IN INSTANT CASE. 

ON PAGE B OF ADHINISTRATIVE SECTION, 
INFORNATION HADE AVAILABLE BY 


IN 


NINETEEN FIFTY TWO IS DESCRIBED. THIS INFORNATION, 
CONSISTING OF A PERSONNEL FILE OF CORRESPONDENCE AND 
CERTAIN NOTES HADE By| 


CONCERNING FORTAS- ACTIONS 


AS ATTORNEY FOR OWEN LATTINORE, WAS FORWARDED TO BUREAU 
AND BALTIHORE BY NYO LETTER DATED ONE FOURTEEN FIFTY 
THREE UNDER CAPTION" OVEN LATTINORE, ESP-R, BUFILE ORE 
ZERO ZERO - TWO FOUR SIX TWO EIGHT' 

ON EIGHT TWO SIXTY FIVE ! 



b7C 


bfi 

b7C 

b"D 


ADVISED NYO THAT HE HAD BEEN IN TOUCH WITH SENATOR 
END PAGE ONE 


TELEPKONICALLY NOT ^ 

, SEP W* 


•S 1 


i 




- b6 
b7C 
b7D 


' / 
J 
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f V. 




PAGE TWO 


ROBERT KENNEDY OF NEW YORX AND ADVISED KENNEDY THAT 
HE HAD NATERIAL REFLECTING ADVERSELY ON FORTAS- 
COMPETENCE TO SIT ON THE SUPREME COURT BENCH. HE STATED 
KENNEDY ADVISED HIM TO BRING ANY NATERIAL HE DEEMED 
PERTINENT TO THE ATTENTION OF SENATOR EASTLAND OF THE 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY WHICH WOULD CONDUCT ' 


HEARINGS ON FORT AS- FITNESS 


STATED THAT HE WAS 


PROCEEDING TO WASHINGTON, D. C. ON AUGUST THREE SIXTY 
FIVE TO BRING THIS MATERIAL TO THE ATTENTION OF SENATOR 
EASTLAND f [ STATED THAT THE INFORMATION CONSISTED 


I 


SOLELY OF INFORMATION PREVIOUSLY MADE AVAILABLE TO THE 
BUREAU AND THAT HE HAS NO NEW FACTS CONCERNING FORTAS 
NOT PREVIOUSLY MADE AVAILABLE. 


|ADVISED THAT HE WAS UNEMPLOYED, WAS 

LIVING WITH A FRIEND WHOSE IDENTITY HE DID NOT CARE TO 
DIVULGE AND DID NOT KNOW WHERE HE WOULD BE STAYING IN 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

ABOVE SUBMITTED FOR INFORMATION. 
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OPTIONAL K)*M NO 10 
MAV 1962 EOinOH 
QlA GtN BIG NO 27 


S010-106 


FROM 


UNITED STATES GC .RNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr. Gale^j' 


W. V. Clevelan 


ieDfi 



DATL 


8/23/65 


ABEl/FORTAS 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 


SUBJECT ABEl/FORTAS ALL INFORMATION CONTAINS® 

SPECIAL INQUIRY HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED - 

EXCEPT WHERE SHOWN 

PURPOSE: To recommend informati^F^^c§ived fronT 

Eortas be furnished the White House. 


Tolscn _ 

Bt> liaont 


Callahan __ 
Contad ft I. 

^osen j . — 
Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trotler _ 

Tele Room 

Holmes 

Garuk- 


concerning 


J has advised the Newark Office 

ne received mrormation irora a reliable contact, whose identity he revised b7D 
to furnish, indicating Abe Fortas has been on a retainer from C^^uJpRton \ 
for several years. Eaton, a well-known Cleveland industrialist, has* 
been a notorious apologist for the Soviet Union andcrTtiqal of the United 
States Government^ policies. 1 ' 


| | has been voluntarily furnishing th* Bureau unsolicited 

information for several years concerning alleged security risks in the 
Government. Some of his information has proved to b e false, some from 


Fortas was the subject of a Hatch Act investigation in 1941 and 
1942. We conducted a Special Inquiry concerning him for the White^House in 
October and November, 1964, and, at the request of the President, additional^ 
inquiries to bring the investigation up to date were made in July,* 1965*^tSn 
8/11/65 the Senate confirmed the President f s nomination of Fortas' as/'SJrt 
associate justice of the Supreme Court. / j 


Fortas was reportedly a member of or associated with the / 
Washington Committee for Democratic Action, the American People's Mobili - 
zation, the International Juridical Association and the Southern .Conference 
for Human Welfare, each of whiph has been cited by the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities or designated pursuant to Executive Order 10450. The 

*-*>-<* mlb/ /6hS£i(h§X 


- Mr. Belmont 
Mr. DeLoach 
Mr, Sullivan 
Mr. Wacks 
Mr, Gale 
Mr. Cleveland 
Mr. Auerswald 

. -i ijC/A 
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fh ' 1 


D - OVER 


Classified by 


B recorded 

SEP 16 1965 




Memorandum to Mr. Gale 
Re: Abe Fortas 


bl 



results of the investigationswere generally favorable. In connection 
with his legal practice Fortas represented Owen Lattimore; — Edward tt 

^nnHnn fnrMnpr Hi of the Nati nng 1 Rivrean *vF fltanHarrtg 


1 1 

Foi 


No inror 
ortas has 

has been 
has 


mation was received during our investigations to indicate 
served as an attorney for Cyrus Eaton. It is noted that Fortas 
a practicing attorney for a number of years and, in this connection, 
represented a number of large corporations throughout the United States. 
No inquiries were made to identify all of the many clients he has 
represented over the years. 


4 ) 


ACTION: Attached for approval is a letter transmi t.t.i np t.n White 

House by Liaison the information furnished by l I ind icating 

Fortas has been on a retainer from Cyrus Eaton! Although ! I has 

requested his identity be concealed with respect to the information he 
furnishe d, it is noted that on 8/13/65 the Newark Office was instructed 
to advis q l we reserve the right to disclose his identity as the 

source of the information he furnishes. Accordingly, his name is set 
out in the attached letter to the White House as the source of informa- 
tion in this case. 
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Transmit the following in 


1KIBTSBD HAIL 


F B I 

Date 8/16/65 
AIRTBL 

( Type in plaintext or code ) 

( Priority ) 


(105-0) 




TO: DIRECTOR, FBI ALL wrim'-y 

HEREUi IS 

FROM: SAC, NEWARK (105-0) 

RE: ABs/fORXAS 

JUSTICE - U»S . SUPREME COURT 
II8CX1JA1E0U8 UTORMATIO* CONCERN IMG 
(RATIOKALITIXS IHTEL1IGERCE) 

Enclosed lor the Bureau are six eoplos of a 
lottorboad ■eaeramdoa oa ntlftRtd " A B E TQB 1 S" baaed oo 
laleraatioa fnralsbod by I 


iatorriewod on 8/13/65, br^-SA I I roquostod 

that his identity bo gos^aalod witb rospoot to »u information 
lnrmlsbod.br blml Be refused to Identify bis oontactf 


I Ista/ted S&Aor no conditions, does ho want 

bln identity rerMl^J^r being tbo soaroo of this infornatlon. 

X - Jr 

\\ / ^ If.’ 


4>* Bn roan (ono 

2 - Newark 

1 - 65-5712 
PJB:MJ 
(6) 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT Ot JUSTICE 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File JVo. 


Renrk, lev Jersey 
August 16, 1965 


ABE FOBTAS 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS j.wLASSli'itu 

DATE 





A source, she hue been volunteering information 
ever a period of tlM, seas false, seas not subject to 
corroboration, and seas froa public sources, advised that 
he received information fraa a reliable, confidential 
contact (vhoa source refused to identify) indicating that 
Abe Fertas, United States Supreme Court Justice, has been 
on a retainer from Cyrus Eaton, the Cleveland, Ohio, 
industrialist, for several years. 

Source could not elaborate any further regarding 

above. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, It 
is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it 
and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency . 


KlN.CLGSJIttE 

M>1-Z8<d0 
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August 23, 1965 
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Honorable Marvin Watson 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Watson: 


MrE ^r$!‘ D 



«r i *** 

Reference is made to ny previous cosuounicatiohs 
which furnished you the results of investigation coneer&ng^ 
MJUJlbe JforJtAp. 


I 


3D 

O 


? 


1 nas now advised 


that he received Information from a reliable contact, whose 
identity he refused to furnish, indicating that Mr, Fortas 
has been on a retainer from Cyrus Eaton, the Cleveland, Ohio, 
industrialist, for several years. He stated he could furnish 
no further Information regarding this matte: 



Cyrus Eaton, mentioned previously, IS Til 
the 1964-1965 edition of "Who's Who in America" as an indus- 
trialist with offices in the Terminal Tower, Cleveland, Ohio, 
He is Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Chesapeake 
and Ohio Railway Company, Cleveland, Ohio, He has been a 
notorious apologist for the Soviet Union 
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Honorable Marvin Vatson 



be 

b"?C 


b7D 


I For the past 

several years | | has voluntarily furnished unsolicited 
information to xnis Bureau, some of which has proved to be 
false , some of which has been from public sources and some 
of which has not been subject to corroboration. 


The foregoing is furnished for your information 
and no further action is contemplated by this Bureau. 


Sincerely yours, 


2 
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* U) P 

K > E ‘MiU- 




NOTE: Fortas_ ^Investigated by Bureau under the Hatch Act 

in 1942, at' which" time he was director of the Power Division, 
Department of the Interior, based on his name appearing as 
a member of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action 
(WCDA), which was later cited pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 
Fortas interviewed by the Bureau in 1942 and denied membership 
in WCDA but admitted former membership in the National Lawyers / 
Guild, while at Yale Law SchhfcJ, from which he graduated 
with honors in 1933- Acquaintances considered him a liberal 
but not communist. He later served as defense counsel for V 
individuals and organizations with questionable loyalty, 
including the Joint Anti-Fascist Refuse Committee and the 
National Council of American-Soviet Friendship, both designated^ 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 53S , 


/ 


REC-21 


SEP 2a 1966 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL It is the p ros^j^^L th e FB 1> 
loaned to your agency , it and its contents are not to fee distributed outside your agency* this reply ts result oj check 
of FBI investigative files . To check arrest records t request must be submitted to FBI Identification Division . 
Fingerprints are necessary for positive check . 
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r 


\AA 



OP’lON*L fO*M NO 10 
H — Y 1063 to <‘0* 

OiA G(H *tCr HO 27 


JO 1 0—1 DO 


I ToKcn 


UNITED STATES CGv .NMENT 

Memorandum 


to 


FROM 


Mr. W. C. Sulliva] 


f/ 


\\j 

Mr. R« D. Cotter 1^* 



DO 


b7C 


1 - Mr . B( .ont 
1 - Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr . Sullivan 


date November 


1 - Mr. Cotter 
1 - Mr . Baumgardner 
1 - Mr. Rosack 


b6 ^ 
fc7C ' 


SUBJECT 
*X ' 


mvi 

INTERNAL SECURITY - CUBA herein JS uNCLASSIFIE 

DAT E 7/3/Af' B Y± 

Subject is self -proclaimed Cuban exile l eafe 


characterized as liar, unreliable and name-dropper I 



[ 


Washington Field source has recently advised that 

met with Robert M. Shelton, 



Imperial Wizard, United K j.ans of Am 
Rian, on October 28, 1965 


t 


5 


rica, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux 
stated he had been in touch with 


subject and thought Shelton could give him favora ble write-up m his 


paper, the "Fiery Cross." According to 




subject claimed he was 


hired by Central Intelligence Agency (017^5 to lead forces which invaded 53 
Cuba in April, 1961, and was "dumped" by CIA before the invasion but was g 
later recontacted by CIA with proposal he again direct attempt to j 
overthrow Castro. Subject also claimed CIA put him m touch with engraverg 
who was to print forty million counterfeit Cuban pesos for use m r* 
financing the coup. The plan, however, never materialized I 


Subject claims he was double-crossed by CIA. 


I 


- 

Subject further claimed he had been offered five million t 
dollars by Vatican to organize another effort to overthrow Castro and 
that several large United States co rporations had offered him financial 
assistance. According to I l AbeuF ortas. Supreme Court Justice, 

allegedly told subject that lor szb,000 plus ten per cent of money raised 
by subject to overthrow Castro, he could arrange Presidential pardon for 
subject. Fortas allegedly indicated he had already cleared this with the 
President . 


bfi 


b7C 


b?D 


b6 


b7C 


Shelton made no definite commitment but indicated he did not b7D 
v/ant to get involved m anything until the current hearings involving the 
Xian were over. 




Enclosure 

_w 5-SS521 
- - 157-5 (HCUA Klan Invest iga_tion) 

VHN: sirs CIO It 


lfi -2 L2b6 -§ 


NOT RECOIUDED 
102 NOV 10 1955 




CONTINUED 


12 1965 

VER 2> 

/ ^ y / 






Re: I \ 

105-88521 


OBSERVATIONS : 

It is recognized that claims made by the subject set forth 
above are highly questionable and, in view of his background, probably 
Since this data may come to light during the current Klan 
hearings or may subsequently come to light through other media, it is 
felt we should furnish it to the White House together with data showing 
the subject T s unsavory background. 

ACTION: 


If you approve, the attached letter will be sent to the 
White House setting forth the foregoing information* 

Secret Service is being separately advised of subject contact 
with Tabbutt in view of its interest. The detailed information set forth 
above concerning CIA, the Vatican and Abe Fortas is not being furnished 
Secret Service* CIA is being advised separately of the data showing 
subject’s alleged connection with that Agency. 





joio-ioa 


TO 


4-S72 {Rev 7-18-63) 

QPIIONAt fO*M NO 10 
MAT 1**I IDlTION 
OlA SIN MO NO 17 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


The Director 


DATL 


5 / 


C ? 


FROM 


N. P. Callahan 


SLBJECI The Corgressional Record 




/ 

y 


SrUK ri T,0N CONTAINED 
™N IS UNCLASSIFIED , 

Ny f-imr Ai/ 


1 

m 


\ 


v 

X 


No 


XJ 

a) 


□ 

a, 

H 

tr 

fZ! 

O 


Pages E4229JI4230. Congressman Rogers, (D) Florida, stated 
"S upreme Court Ju stice A be Fortas, writing in the May 12 New York Times 
Magazine present’s an interesting and thought provoking definition of 'civil 
disobedience' which should receive the attention of those who would seek to 
hide behind this banner in an attempt to forcefully disrupt the legitlment 
functions of government. Justice Fortas was discussing student unrest, but" 
included similar activity sweeping the Nation. ” He quoted excerpts from 
Justice Fortas’ articles. Mr. Rogers added "Justice Fortas says — 'I hope 
the Attorney General, and the Public Safety Director of Washington, and others, 
will take note. 

/ (/'2840-S*l 

^ 'TYpp 

184 JUN 25 1968 


In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for j was reviewed and pertinent items were 

marked for J&e Director's attention* This form has been prepared in order that 

coptf •m original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
late Pureau case or subject matter files. 




VA 2 




* , VIA TELETYPE 

' -// / 

! ENCIPHERED 


/ ' 


I*A5 M^HfROERT 7- 19*C8 Jiw 

TO DOCTOR ARB VASHIRfiTOH FIELD (PLA IRTEXT) 


FROM REV YORK IP 


0 


uisuBf Threat aoairst abe fortas, associate justice, 

UR IT ID STATES SUPREME COURT. IRFORHATIOR CORCFRIIH. 


M - I , : 

M ' - 1 ‘ 1 -r 

M i < ')4 „ ► an 
Mr /Lift.! 

Mr ‘Fri i 
M - 
Mr//. 

7 urrr an- 

'.v 

Mi. IV.^\ 
TcK. 

ML-- II • 

Mi ph (/nn iv 


*rjjM 
M I Ta 




M -MVtl » 


Ier Trstart, at twee rim five as. 


timri uni ntna*uaMr> 

VTJ, TELETMORICALfY ADVISE* THE RYO THAT AT THREE FORTY 
AH, SEVER " RIRETEE^ IR91ART, HE RECEIVED A THOR! CALL FROM 
AS AR£RYR0U$ MAttSfcALLER. THIS CALLER STATED "ARE FORT AS 
VILLSC R tlfop Ttjftf HI ROTES AFTER HE IS HAM CHIEF JUSTICE. 

r j 

THE CAt-LE^ JHMEBIATELY RMS OF* 

ADVISED THAT THE CALLER STOttt !■ A DEEP BALE 


b6 

-b7C 

ft 


he 

hlC 


VOICE Hit? HO SISTIMBISKASLE ACCEST* THE GAU.EV STO El 

.fa *IC 1 st Hi 


VERY fLROtr ARt RISTiRCTLY. 


PEC- 




* j&L 


IfHITCB STATES MCRCT SERVICE, 

ex-ua 


RYC, ADVISED OF THE AS COE THREAT. 

•*- ^ ^ ’ {£ 
i VfV ADVISE OFFICE OF ARE F0RTA8 OF THREAT JpdL 

1 .up^follovs, ALL' INFORMATION CONTAINED 

mu f herein js unclassified , 

wUjh P i 

m. 1 RELAY r. j l Vr*r\ 

ia*AttGK , isKRPEti jo; 


13 JUL 23 1968 b6 

Jj KVsnit z IP b7c 

- ; -, rf “T<5i»TT7rE- 






MR. DtLOAi. 


iIl i'i' 




OPTIONAL FORM NO >0 
MAI' 1943 EDITION 
GSa CiN rig NO 37 


3010-106 


TO 


SUBJECT 


UNITED STA TES GOV NMENT 

Memorandum 


Mr. Bishop 


date 7-17-68 


ALL INFORMATION C0NT/M..ED 

Tr HFRFU IS ..ll.'i flssi. .,“.i 


FROM m. HEREIN IS uijoLASSli icU 



ntnc.ui 10 oiioLrt^Incu / jfr 

DATE. ?/l/Zrr By -» 

VI SENATOR STROM _ 4 7 


7 ' 

J 


IS 

l 



Trotter 

Tele Roori 
Holmes 
Gone 


lUEST FROM SENATOR .STROM 
URMONDlS (R - S.C. ) OFFICE 

r /"i 

BACKGROUND: - L 





n 



a 


an assistant in Senator Strom Thurmond's 
Office, called late this morning (7-17-68). In connection wijffihe Congressional 
hearing, now in progress, to consider Associate Justice AbeFortasj nomi- 
nation as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, the Senator desired the FBI 
to affirm or refute the following information which had come to i^s attention: 


I 


In 1965[ 


j? 


I who was 

then repo rtedly involved in an obscenity case prosecution, allegedly t old 
FBI Agen j I that in 1958, he had paid Fortas an $11, Wo* fee 

to obtain mailing privileges forKRogue" magazine^ < ’ 

No commitments were made concerning this request from the 
Senator's Office. 

INFORMATION IN BU FILES: 

"Rogue" magazine is similar to the better known "Playboy '[ 
magazine. It is a girly-type publication for men which specializes in photo- 
graphs of nude females and risque articles. It is published by the Greenleaf 
Publishing Company, Evanston, Illinois. 


Do 

b7C 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 



of Obscene Material. " SAsI 


Tn connection with the in vestigation entitled 

fctka: et. al: Interstate u'^Eth^drtMlon 


linterviewedl 


In 2-2-65 atr 


1 


b6 

fc7C 

b7D 


During this interview! 


lstated that one of several law firtn&jie 

IU-&2U) -Njnf 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Bishop 
1 - Mr. Gale ' 

1 - Mr. Rosen 


[HC:jar (9) 

^ ft _ 




& 


& 


\ 


& 






1 

\ I /contdIu 


sy 



CONTINUES — ©¥««■ 







Jones to Bishop Memo 

RE: REQUEST FROM SENATOR STROM THURMOND’S OFFICE 


retained was that of Arnold. Fortas and Palmer at Washington, D. C. 


According tq 


Fortas was the type of individual who had influence 
in Government; circles regardless of what administration was in power and 
that Fortas had obtained for him a mailing permit for ’’Rogue” magazine. 


No mention was made in this interview of any fee to Fortas 
for his legal services, nor was any such information found in other logical 
files. 


OBSERVATIONS: 

It would appear that Senator Thurmond is attempting to 
assemble ammunition to use in opposing the Fortas nomination as Chief 
Justice to the Supreme Court. It appears prudent that we not become 
involved with any such opposition. 

b6 

RECOMMENDATION: fc7l 


That someone from your (Mr. Bishop’s) Office telephonically 


that we cannot be 


advise the Senator, through his Assistant 

of any assistance and that he should direct his inquiry to the Department of 
Justice. 




h 



b6 

fc^C 

blD 





In Reply \ Phot* Refer to 
FtieNo. 


UNITE "’ STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS'”' CE 
FEDuitAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Richmond, Virginia 
July 8, 1958 


Db 


b7C 


Title ALLEGED tyrt? a fl'pMrawr cw Pwnp-R'R^v a«p 

pug-mwvtfipg Q'cl L 


AMD SUPREME COURT JUSTICE ABE FORTAS, 
WASHINGTON, D. C., BY ARYAN KLAN, 
KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN, 

JULY 4, 1968 


Character RACIAL MATTERS - KLAN 


Reference 


Richmond Letterhead Memorandum 
dated and captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED, 
HEREIN js UNCLASSIFIED 
ftAIEZ^C. 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the .FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 




F B I 

Date. 7 “ 8~68 


Transmit the following in 


Via 


( Type in plaintext or code } 


AJRTEL 


Vs 


{Pr^nyftii fNHORMA'I IUN tONTAINED 


TO: 

FROM: 


«£RHrtiS-dWASSlFIEir— -J- r V 

DIBEOTOR, FBI (157-8927) DM E^'/KT ^ 


SAG, RICHMOND (157-2474) -G- 


V 


SUBJECT : ‘ ALLEGED DEFAC EMENT OF PROPERTY AT 
TrPRTWMrrag OT? I I 

L 


CrO 


b7C 


! 







\ AND 



SIMMS COTOT JKJ5TK E ABB-SflffL'Ag ^ 
WASHINGTON, D. C», BY ARYAN KLAN, 
KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN, 
7-4-68 
EM - KLAN 


Re Baltimore and Richmond teletypes to Bureau 
dated 7-5-68. 


I 


Enclosed for the Bureau are ten. copies and for 
Baltimore and WFO one copy each of letterh ead memorandum 
concerning the painting on the driveway of I 




on morning of July 4* 196b. 


Vv 

V. 

1 

u 

\ 

£ 

I 

I 

3 


b6 

b7C 


The following agencies are receiving copies of 
the letterhead memorandum through local dissemination via 
FB-342: 

U. S. Attorney, Richmond, Va. 

C.^C. - Bishop 

'vS -Bureau (Enc. ma.IL) 

1 -Baltimore (157-2596) (Info) (Enc. 1) (flEGiS 
1-WFO (157-1747) (Info) (Enc. 1) (REGISTERED 
6 -Richmond (1 - 157-2474) 

1 - 157 - 70 Q - WHITE PARTY OF AMERICA 
1 - 157-2341 - ARYAN KLAN. KLOCE PS 

SV5B» U - 



I 


+0* 


R!iC/bag 

( 11 ) 



MAIL). 

^cord^t 

L 17 1988 

JT.AW) 


f ;oi' 




:^C3I, SEC SEE! 


;m ISD: Cm 


detached 


DATE PORW; JLif 1 $ 1968 

IJ? ugw fcaa v _, . 

to a $S&&\ Agent m 


ICC 

Klan Unit- 


Approved 

57 JUL^4^8 






M 



J 1 


cc destroyed by RACI/1 VH. SECT. 


Klan Unit 


IV 





RH 157-2474 


116th Military Intelligence Group, 

Washing bon, D. C. 

U. S. Haval Investigative Service Office, 
Washington, D. C. 

Office of Special Investigations, Suitland 
Hall, Washington, D. C. 

U. S. Secret Service, 1800 G Street, N. W., 
Washington, D. C. 


The sou rce mentioned 1r\ letterhead memoran dum is|_ 
as furnished to SA | | 

The Fairfax County, Virginia, Police Department is 
conducting no further investigation due to the fact that the 
Attorney General is not desirous of pressing charges. 

The Richmond Office is taking no further action in this 
matter, UA.CB. 




if WU 


VjJLi 


UAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG AT I OK' 

Richmond* Virginia 

In Reply, Phot* Refer to July 8 * 19 68 

File No. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HERE!,, L ..yunSSIFIED 
dat f ? hz/rr^ity 


BE: 


ALLEGED DEFAC EMENT OF PROPERTY AT 
RESIDENCES OF I 


AND SUPREME COURT JUSTICE ABE FORTAS 
WASHINGTON, D. C., BY ARYAN KLAN, 
KNIGHTS OP THE KU KLUX KLAN, 

JULY 4, 1968 


I 


b6 

b7C 


IQbaf 


Fairfax County* Virginia* Police Detectivel 
QArl •f.'hgff’. a± \t 1 A«M.* On 


£ 


car past 


I wl^o 


^7 


July 
resides at 
was driving his 
home, located at 


1 wmen is . 

.ocatea m 



and at that time noticed a 


white male painting some lettering on the driveway ) 
stopped his vehicle and ran toward the driveway, at which t 


the individnaL_£hfin picked up his can of paint and brush and 
ran toward l I home where he climbed a ladder which was 

leaning against the house. This individual promptly fell 
from the ladder while still holding on to the can of paint 
and bush and' thereafter ran across eago1i ‘ n1 inwno than 
fell down an embankment into the middle of I 
where he dropped his can of paint and brush! 


me 


b6 

b7C 


b7D 


nampg are I I 

Jb6 

.loinea m tne chase and on served tne suniect enter th e front b 7c 

door of the residence located at | 1 The b7D 

boys then knocked on the front door but received no response. 



ENCLOSURE* 









BE 


ALLEGED DEFAC EMENT OF PROPERTY AT 
RESIDENCES OF I 




AND 


cuurt jutJTIC'E AJ3E FORTAS, 

WASHINGTON, D, C., BY ARYAN KLAN, 

KNIGHTS OF THE XU KLUX KLAN, JULY 4 , 1968 


bo 


b7C 


1 


lu was then decided that one of the boys should make a telephone 
call to the Fairfax County, Virginia, Police Department, while the 
other two boys stood guard at the house to be certain that no one 
left. 


Fairfax County, Virginia, Police Offi cer 


1 




] who at 


as 


r 


responded to the scene, where he was stoppe d b 

that time had a BB gun. Officer I Hearned of the circumstances 

and thereafter knocked on the front door of I ' 

residence and an individual, who Identified himself 
responded. The Officer was able to -pyrnn r 

man who had just entered the house was[ 
that t ime then re sponded 

‘I I a & s. wh: 


to the front aoor ana S3SS 3 


d-p-pi ppv 


tbi 


White m ale, resid ing at 
Officer l I ob servea 


that 


f 


n cm-r -i + L i Pfi p y 

was 

lands and 


the 

at 


somewhat scratched about the face and had paint on his hands 
shoes . When questioned as to what he had been doing with the paint. 


[ 


| explained that he had been down beside the lake when some 

.... He 

1 


boys had pulled a gu n on him so he r an aw ay. He d enied hav ing been 
.other side of l lor at I I resldenc 

I positively identified | | to the Police Officer 

dual whom he had chased! Slid Who had been painting on 


individual 
driveway. 


residence £ 

ier as tne 
painting on the 


b6 


b7C 


b7D 


OfficeJ 


"l advised that the fol lowing writing was 
observed painted in white letters on the | | driveway : 


Do 


"ARYAN 

KKK 


IS 

A 

FINK 

THE" 


2 






RE: ALLEGED DEFAC EMENT Off PHCPERTV AT 

RESIDENCES OF I I 

J AND 

SUPREME UUURT JUSTICE ABE FOR'i'AS, 
WASHINGTON, D. C., BY ARYAN KLAN, 

KNIGHTS OF THE XU KLUX KLAN, JULY 4 , 1968 


b 6 
b7C 


bS 

b7C 


r 


Office 


reported that he then aroused [ 


p.t his residence and exp lained the circumstances of what had 

lad vised the Police Officer that he 


bel; 


happened 

did not believe that he wanted to do anything at that time hut that 
he would like a report to he made of the situation, to which the 
Officer stated that it would automatically he done. 


Detectivel 
did not p 




] 


b7D 


advised that in view of the fact that 
ess cnarges, no further action would he taken 


By The i/'&lrfax County, Virginia, Police Department. 


b« 

b7C 

b7D 


A confidential so urce, who has furnished reliable lnf or- 
mation in the past, advised I I Is 

a member of the Wh ite Party of Amer ica, located in Alexandria. 

Virginia, and that ! I has been the leader of a Klan 

group in Maryland in the past named Aryan Klan, Knights of the Ku 
Klux Klan. A copy of the characterization of each of the afore- b6 

mentioned two organizations is affixed hereto. b7c 

b7D 


3 







WIITTif PARTS' CV AMPPTCA 


, | who 

identified himseii j | the White Party of 

America (WPA), advised that he., along with several other 
former members of the American Nazi Party (ANP), formed the 
WPA during the early part of 1964 in order to advance the 
cause of the white man in the United States and eventually 
throughout the world. 

This organization was officially launched on 
April 1 j, 1964 3 when it. sponsored picketing in Washington , D. C., 
in Richmond, Virginia, and in Baltimore, Maryland, in opposition 
to civil rights legislation and civil rights demonstrations* 

Its National headquarters was transferred from 1216 New York 
Avenue Northwest, Washington, L. C, , to 1019 King Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia, on April 1, 1965* 


( It was initially the aim of the WPA to sponsor 
picket ings and demonstrations where it was believed such would 
be of value and to publicize its program through pamphlets and 
similar media. The WPA has been inactive due to the lack of 
funds and its only publications to date have been in April and 
May, 1964, issues of its official publication, "The White Letter* 11 


He added that the WPA is still in the formative stage, 
bat it will uphold the Constitution of the United States and 
will always act within the limits of the law. He noted’that the 
WPA will serve as a "Rome for people who want to preserve the 
white race" and cannot find a home for themselves in either of 
the major political parties in the United States. 


4 




ARYAN KLAN, KNIGHTS 
OF THE KU KLUX KLAN 


I 


a new man group zo oe caixea ~cne Aryan man. Anient s or tne 
TTn TTI nv Klan (AK ) , according to a. snnrp.fi r apnrtl ng on I" 

| According to this source I I stated members 01 tflS 

Aryan Klan would learn guerrilla warfare. 


| Iwas intervl ewed bv I 

at which time he was renorte fl I | as being in the 

process of organizing the AK l l ift, his remarks indicated 

that it was an anti -communist group and that it was a secret 
organization with 80# of its membership underground. He denied 
the group was espousing race hate, or harassing or coercing 
people but indicated that it believed in racial integrity. He 
later admitted in the same interview to being a hai^Imnnzer. 
After being asked why such a group was necessary] | stated 

he felt that an individual could not protect his 1 ituiiiiy irom 
revolutionaries and that one must be with a group. Also in the 
above interview, he indicated anti-Semitism by stating that 
communism was Jewish and that it would be easier to "find a 
needle in the haystack than a truly patriotic Jew." He idolized 
ADOLPH HITLER and made complimentary remarks concerning GEORGE 
LINCOLN ROCKWELL,, former leader of the American Nazi Party. 


advised that member s of tne ak na ve neen rurni snea .LiueraTnire 
dealing with guerrilla warfare by[ 


I I stated 
most of the literature are reproductions of that prepared by the 
Minuteman Organization. 


The sources reported that the membership of this 
organization is drawn from the Maryland and Virginia suburbs 
surrounding Washington, D. C. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agencyj it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


b6 

b7C 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


b2 

fc7D 










3010-106 




4-5?2 (hev /-l 8-G 3) 

OMionai ro*M no io 
MAY 1663 COITION 
GiA GfN lie NO 17 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


ro 


The Director 


DATI 


FROM 


N P Callahan 


SIBJLCI The Congressional Record 


JPa$aa feral am MM dla Hi— 4 tto MUMttlWI 

«f JMUm Cff Jaatioa and Smmt Ttoralarr? to tat 

Mm elf Joattca ot (M Cmurt toaator inter*, (C) t terida, 

afato » aapfuct al tea* amafi. Ha numx to to** prtatod to tto ftoeard 
attta anata *1 UghiigtU to t to judicial cartora *f If Jtotla* r artaa mm! Jto t* 
Ttorato rry aad as a rile to tea tto ^toktogf Feat *1 Aim id «UtM 
r ltonterr; toaw4 tom to'* Mat M « Crito Tto attlete atatod 
tomtom umllaf. to* jadietei rae*rd *1 Aiprana Court toulaaa Mur 
Ttoratorry art ia tor a aurpria* U tto; axpact to Had fctm «af tatiatty 
aaft «a ertauaai auapatoa. ■ • Ttoratorry atea aptoid tv* attor 

haarlctteaa nat ateato la Minatfa aaaaa, iactedtaf m* la watch a ban 
Miter vas eaavteted arf amtoautlaatoU after diactoatag tookkaapia* 
vtacmpaactaa vita FB! ageata at tto haab . 


\ 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 



In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for / j was reviewed and pertinent items were 

marked for the Director's att^&tion. This form has been prepared m order that 
portions of a copy of ytJ^N^dijfal memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
in appropriate PureoniTfaA or subject matter files. 


Original filed m 



SOI o- I Oft 


4-572 (Rev 7-18-63) 

OMIONAl FOiM NO IQ 
MAT 1962 fOlllON 
CtA GEN l(C NO 77 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMEN I 

Memorandum 


TO 

FROM 
SI BJLCl 

Jf 


The Director 


DA I I 



N. P. CaUahan 


The Congressional Record 



Psg*?* Li3 St-EfMJ. t Ml§r<H»M*s MiiMNWfc, (n.) otte, s4vt*«4 
twt ’* wi? tia*#iy eoi»m* If tb* r^tinui ' UftNiMH*, is btraga 
< tniwt tt «ly 7 cstf* atMtMw (a s Imkltt If lrutlc« iFtfrts* f«UU^ 

* ..«*««- raisg u««<s*t ss 4 Cl?il DiMtKdteset. * H<- atf ibai tWs b*»kl*t 

Mu I «i aMtiy*ed by B n)%mis Uis.borg, a taruK-r r asarcb 4ir» rtsr o. t>u s aaU 
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In the original of a memorandum jyjptioneci and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for "7 / /C f was reviewed and pertinent items were 

marked for the Director's attention. This form, has been prepared m order that 
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In the orig trial of a memo randan cap ti one i and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record tor / A ,;■> ;* was reviewed and pertinent items were 

marked for the Director's attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
portions oi a copy of the original memorandum may b-e clipped., mountea, and placed 

jin ||T ' ^2*3 i 3 0SP U Ca Se or ra dt>: r files. 
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JUSTICE ABE PORT AS 
Scheduled confirmation 
by D.S. Senate ^ ^ 

as Chief Justice of Supreme' Court 


ALL INFORMATION CONTA^tf 


HEREI.i 


i is ^-uhSIFIED ! , " " ' r>/ 




DATE 

me Co 


Justice Fortas called me at approximately 4:10 p.m. 
today. He stated he vas ashamed to bring this matter up; 
however, several "friends" (obviously meaning President 
Johnson) had Instructed him to call the FBI and bring this 
natter to our attention. 

He then explained that on the occasion of his 
first confirmation as a Supreme Court Justice he was waylaid 
upon entering the hearing room by a member of the American 
Nazi Party, who gave forth with abusive language. The "Nazi" 
attempted to delay the Justice from entering the hearing 
room. 


The Justice stated he was not asking for any favors, 
but he did want to let the FBI know that he will probably be 
called before the Senate Judiciary Committee at 10 a.n., on 
Thursday, 7/11/68. He indicated he would go first to the 
office of Senator Albert Gore (D. - Tennessee) , inasmuch as 
Gore represents his home state. Gore will then accompany him 
to the Senate Judiciary Committee hjjjgjlM rao«. ^ / J 

Justice Fortas told me that a "nose count" reveals 



that approximately 65 members of the Senate are in favor of 
his confirmation as Chief Justice. He stated that some of the 
dissenters actually do not realize the strong stand he has 
taken on several occasions to defend law enforcement. He added 
that the public is not aware of the fact that the Supreme Cpurt, 
during the time he has been on the court, has tu: 
of the 1800 criminal cases appealed to the court ."> t 

by this, of course, that the Court had refused tot 
cases* 
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The Director was advised of the call from Ju stice 
Fortas. At his Instructions I am having Special Agent! 


] 


? i 


who handles liaison natters up on the Hill, along with another 
Crime Records Agent, be in the vicinity of Senator Gore's office, 
as well as the vicinity of the Senate Judiciary Hearing room, 
on Thursday morning, 7/11/68, between 10 and 10:30 a.m. 

Justice Fortas was advised of the Director's desire to be of assist- 
ance and indicated his appreciation. * . nf) ) 

^CTION : - For record purposes. \/ ^ fr*' 
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Sl'BJfcC I The ConqiesMonal RfiCpld . . . . 

Pages EoYo 9-E6762. Congressman Rarick, (D) Louisiana, 
stated "Ab e Fortas has earned his role as Mr. Obscenity, based upon his * , 
.extremist notions that the parents and society in general should have no powey 
or right to establish a pattern of morals or dignity as to what constitutes decent 
literature. I feel the testimony of I.lr. James J. Clancy on behalf of the 
executive board of Citizens for Decent Literature should clearly establish in 
the minds of every parent and believer in a decent society that Mr. Fortas is 
unfit to sit as the chief officer of the U. S. Supreme Court. " He inserted 
Mr. Clancy's statement in the Record. During this statement, Mr. Clancy v 
quotes from a documentary of the October 1968 term decisions prepared by \ 
the Citizens for Decent Literature, Inc., (CDC). Mr. Clancy made reference \ 
to Justice Fortas' appearance in Roth vs. U. S. as counsel for amicus curiae, 
Greenleaf Publishing Company urging the reversal of Roth's conviction on an 
obscenity charge for sending his materials through the mails. He stated "William 
Hamling was then doing business as- Greenleaf Publishing Company, the publisher 
of Rogue, a girlie magazine. The four-hour conversation referred to was between 

William Hamling (this time doing business as Corinth Publications, Inc. , the 
publisher of 'Sin Whisper. ') and Homer Young, FBI Agent in charge of the 
Los Angeles Section on Obscenity and took place in Palm Springs, California, 
in February of 1965. (Homer E. Young is an Agent assigned to the Los Angeles 
office. ) 

Pages E6766-E6771. Congressman Rarick, (D) Louisiana, 
extended his remarks in opposition to the nomination of Abe Fortas as Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court. He stated "Mr. Fortas has already spelled out 
hi3 disbelief in the theory of separation of powers by his involvement with 
the executive brunch in affairs such as the ineffective leadership during the riots' 
and looting in Washington, D. C. , this spring. Now, as if to compound the 
attack on the Constitution, the Attorney General of the United States — legal arm 
of the executive branch — files face-saving briefs and memos seeking to defend 
Fortas for his repudiation of our country’s basic laws. Perhaps the Senate 
Judiciary Committee should inquire of the Attorney General as to what roles Justice 
Fortas has also usurped in directing the operations of the Justice Department. 

The answers might well explain that Department's inaction against communism 
and criminals while the Attorney General directs his action against society 
testifying against capital punishment, for open housing before the Supreme Court, 
and his announced refusal to use wiretapping apparatus against organized crime 
although authorized expressly by Congress. Who made these decisions ? Could 
Fortas' counsel be the reason the Attorney General prejudges the law and 
Congress?" He included miscellaneous material with his remarks. 
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SLBJEC I 'i he Conuressional Record . . 

Pages E6759-E6762. Congressman Rarick, (D) Louisiana, 
stated "Abe Fortas has earned his role as Mr. Obscenity, based upon his 
.extremist notions that the parents and society in general should have no power 
or right to establish a pattern of morals or dignity as to what constitutes decent 
I literature. I feel the testimony of Mr. James J. Clancy on behalf of the 
executive board of Citizens for Decent Literature should clearly establish in 
the minds of every parent and believer in a decent society that Mr. Fortas is 
unfit to sit as the chief officer of the U. S. Supreme Court. ” He inserted 
Mr. Clancy's statement in the Record. During this statement, Mr. Clancy 
quotes from a documentary of the October I960 term decisions prepared by \ 
the Citizens for Decent Literature, Inc. , (CDC). Mr. Clancy made referenceX 
to Justice Fortas’ appearance in Roth vs. U. S. as counsel for amicus curiae, 
Greenleaf Publishing Company urging the reversal of Roth's conviction on an 
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In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for ; was reviewed and pertinent items were 

marked for the Director's attention. This form has been prepared in order that 

fi T AUG'2 4868 he original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
v lrrappropnaTe Pureau case or subject matter files. 
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UNSUB; Threat Against 

Abe Fortas, Associate Justice, ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED^ (v< 
United States Supreme Court, HEREIN IS JLJiSSlFIED U 

(00: NY) 

j ~ f } f / -» 0 

\ 

^Enclosed for the Bureau Is original and three 
{copies of LHM, one copy Is enclosed for New York. 



\ The Informa tion appearing In the enclosed LHM 

I was dis seminated bv SiM | | 

Marshal [ 


on 7/19/68, to 


Detective [ 


— | ■ r w ¥ 

I United States Supreme Court; 
Jlntelllgence Division, Metro- 


b6 


b7C 


polltan Police Department, and Inspector [ 
U.S. Capitol Police. 


One copy of LHM Is being furnished to New York 
since that office has pending investigation in that matter. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No 


FEDERAL BUREAU OK INVESTIGATION 

Washington, D«C a 20535 
July 25, 1968 


UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 

THREAT AGAINST ABE FORTAS 
ASSOCIATE JUSTICE 
UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT 
July 19. 1968 

On July 19, 1968, at 3:55 a,a, J 
| l Bolted Press Internet I 

York.*, telephonically advised the New York Office of the 
TeSeral Bureau of Investigation that he had received a 
telephone call at 3:40 e,a e , on July 19, 1968, from an 
anonyaous sale. The caller stated, "Abe Fortes will be 
killed three ainutes after he is aade Chief Jus tice 11 , 
tlhe ano nvaoua caller aade no further statements 4 ~| 

I I ad vised that the caller spoke in a deep aale voice 

with no distinguishable accent. He spoke very slowly 
and dlstfectly. 
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This document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI It is the property of 
the FBI anJ is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency 
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